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1 INTRODUCTION 

The RH Systems CGS-240 Humidity Generator is a system capable of continuous, high-accuracy humidity 

generation over a wide range of humidity, temperature, and flow rates. The CGS-240 design is an RHS hybrid two-

pressure two-temperature system based on the fundamental two-pressure principle originally developed by NIST.  

The basis of this principle and its original development are discussed below. 
 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF HUMIDITY GENERATION 

In 1948 at the U.S. National Bureau of Standards (now the National Institute of Standards and Technology), E.R. 

²ŜŀǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ wΦ wƛƭŜȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ άǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ 

termed the two-pressure principle, was derived from measurements of temperature and pressure rather than 

requiring measurements of water vapor.   

Using their technique, air or some other gas was saturated with water vapor at high pressure and then expanded 

to a lower pressure. When saturation and expansion were performed under constant-temperature conditions, the 

resulting relative humidity of the gas was simply the ratio of the lower pressure to the higher pressure (or at least 

very nearly).  

Their equipment was designed for low rates of gas flow and was used under ambient temperature conditions. 

Their saturator was a small cylinder containing water and filled with fragments of pumice or stream-washed gravel 

through which the gas could be bubbled under pressure. This device was developed primarily for the calibration of 

electrically conductive hygroscopic films used in the measurement of water vapor in gases.   

In 1951, also at the National Bureau of Standards, the two-pressure principle was the foundation on which A. 

Wexler and R.D. Daniels ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ άǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜςƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀƛǊ-flow capability. Another 

significant improvement was the incorporation of temperature control. Developed primarily for hygrometer 

research and calibration, it was capable of producing atmospheres of known relative humidity from 10 %RH to 98 

%RH over a fairly wide temperature range ς40°C to +40 °C.  

Wexler also designed and constructed a low-humidity generator based on a method termed the two-temperature 

principle. With the two-temperature principle, a stream of air or other gas is saturated with water vapor at a given 

temperature; then its temperature is raised to a specified higher value. 
 

1.2 SCOPE 

The CGS-240 Humidity Generator is a portable, self-contained system which produces stable atmospheres of 

known humidity and temperature using the two-temperature, two-pressure saturated vapor stream principle. Its 

capability and intended purpose is to provide accurate humidity and temperature for the calibration of humidity 

sensors, hygrothermographs, chilled mirror hygrometers, and other environmental measuring devices. 
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2 THEORY OF OPERATION 

 

2.1 TWO-PRESSURE PRINCIPLE 

In an ideal two-pressure system, a stream of gas at an elevated pressure is saturated with respect to the liquid or 

solid phase of water and then expanded isothermally to a lower pressure. Measurements of the pressure and 

temperature of the gas stream, both at saturation and after expansion, are all that is required to determine the 

resulting humidity content of the expanded gas stream. The two-pressure system is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1τSimplified schematic diagram of the two-pressure principle where Ts is saturator temperature, Tc is 

chamber temperature, and Ts = Tc. 

A two-pressure generator is commonly used in the generation of a range of relative humidity values at fixed 

temperatures. The saturator and chamber share a common fluid bath temperature and are, ideally, in thermal 

equilibrium with each other. In this case, where saturator temperature, Ts, and chamber temperature, Tc, are of 

nearly the same value, the generated relative humidity may be approximated by the ratio of the measured 

saturated gas-stream pressure (saturator pressure) to the measured chamber pressure by using the simplified 

expression  

RH = Ö
P

P

c

s

100 

where Pc is the absolute chamber pressure  

 Ps is the absolute saturation pressure.  

Please note that the above expression ignores the use of enhancement factors which account for non-ideal 

properties of the air / water-vapor mixture, and is therefore only an approximation. More exacting equations 

which include enhancement factors are used internally within the system. 
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2.2 COMBINED TWO-PRESSURE AND TWO-TEMPERATURE PRINCIPLE 

The two-pressure principle described above can be combined with a two-temperature principle to form a 

combined Two-Pressure, Two-Temperature system which exploits the benefits of both architectures. In addition to 

measurement of saturation and chamber pressures (as in the case of a two-pressure system), a combined two-

pressure two-temperature system also relies on measurement of saturation and chamber temperatures to fully 

determine the resulting humidity. A combined two-pressure two-temperature system is shown in elemental 

schematic form in Figure 2τSimplified schematic diagram of the two-pressure, two-temperature principle where Ts 

ґ¢Ŏ ŀƴŘ tǎ ґtŎ. 

 

Figure 2τSimplified schematic diagram of the two-pressure, two-temperature principle where Ts Tc and Ps Pc. 

Here, the temperature of saturation, Ts, and temperature of the chamber, Tc, may be controlled independently of 

each other if desired. By allowing the saturator and chamber to operate at different temperatures from each 

other, a wider variety of humidity values may be generated with reduced requirements on the height of saturation 

pressure required. Regardless of whether the saturator and chamber are operated at the same temperature, or at 

temperatures different from each other, all humidity calculations rely on the two pressures (Ps and Pc) and on the 

two temperatures (Ts and Tc). 

2.3 COMMON DEFINING EQUATIONS 

The following equations of R. Hardy for saturation vapor pressure, enhancement factor, and temperature (from 

saturation vapor pressure) are common and fundamental to most of the humidity calculations presented here.  

2.3.1 SATURATION VAPOR PRESSURE OVER WATER 

Saturation vapor pressure over water at a given ITS-90 temperature in the range ς100 °C to +100 °C is defined by 

the formula 

 
ö
ö

÷

õ

æ
æ

ç

å
+= -

=

ä TgTge i

i

i lnexp 7
2

6

0

 (1) 
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where e is the saturation vapor pressure (in Pascals) over liquid water in the pure phase 

 T is the temperature in Kelvin 

and g0 = ς2.8365744·103  

 g1 =  ς6.028076559·103  

 g2 = 1.954263612·101  

 g3 =  ς2.737830188·10-2  

 g4 = 1.6261698·10ς5  

 g5 = 7.0229056·10ς10  

 g6 = ς1.8680009·10ς13  

 g7 = 2.7150305 

2.3.2 SATURATION VAPOR PRESSURE OVER ICE 

Saturation vapor pressure over ice at a given ITS-90 temperature in the range ς100 °C to 0.01 °C is defined by the 

formula 

 
ö
ö

÷

õ

æ
æ

ç

å
+= -

=

ä TkTke i

i

i lnexp 5
1

4

0

  (2) 

 

where e is the saturation vapor pressure (in Pascals) over ice in the pure phase 

 T is the temperature in Kelvin 

and k0 = ς5.8666426·103  

 k1 = 2.232870244·101  

 k2 = 1.39387003·10ς2  

 k3 = ς3.4262402·10ς5  

 k4 = 2.7040955·10ς8  

 k5 = 6.7063522·10ς1  

2.3.3 ENHANCEMENT FACTOR 

¢ƘŜ άŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ǎŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŀǇƻǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀǎŜǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ 

saturation vapor pressures given in Equations 1 and 2. The effective saturation vapor pressure is related to the 

ideal by 

 

 Ş Ґ Ŝϊắ  (3) 

 

where é ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ǎŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŀǇƻǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ 

 e is the ideal saturation vapor pressure (as given in Equation 1 or 2) 

and ắ is the enhancement factor 
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The enhancement factor, for an air and water-vapor mixture, is determined at a given temperature and pressure 

from the formula 
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where P is the total pressure in the same units as e 

 T is temperature in Kelvin 

and ai , bi depend on temperature range and are given as 

 

for water:  

 223.15 K to 273.15 K (ς50 °C to 0 °C) 273.15 K to 373.15 K (0 °C to 100 °C) 

 a0 = ς5.5898101·10ς2  a0 = ς1.6302041·10ς1  

 a1 = 6.7140389·10ς4  a1 = 1.8071570·10ς3  

 a2 = ς2.7492721·10ς6  a2 = ς6.7703064·10ς6   

 a3 = 3.8268958·10ς9  a3 = 8.5813609·10ς9  

 b0 = ς8.1985393·101  b0 = ς5.9890467·101  

 b1 = 5.8230823·10ς1  b1 = 3.4378043·10ς1  

 b2 = ς1.6340527·10ς3  b2 = ς7.7326396·10ς4  

 b3 =  1.6725084·10ς6  b3 = 6.3405286·10ς7  

 

for ice:  

 173.15 to 223.15 K (ς100 °C to ς50 °C) 223.15 to 273.15 K (ς50 °C to 0°C) 

 a0 = ς7.4712663·10ς2  a0 = ς7.1044201·10ς2  

 a1 = 9.5972907·10ς4  a1 = 8.6786223·10ς4  
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 a2 = ς4.1935419·10ς6  a2 = ς3.5912529·10ς6   

 a3 = 6.2038841·10ς9  a3 = 5.0194210·10ς9  

 b0 = ς1.0385289·102  b0 = -8.2308868·101  

 b1 = 8.5753626·10ς1  b1 = 5.6519110·10ς1  

 b2 = ς2.8578612·10ς3  b2 = ς1.5304505·10ς3  

 b3 =  3.5499292·10ς6  b3 = 1.5395086·10ς6  

 

2.3.4 TEMPERATURE FROM SATURATION VAPOR PRESSURE 

Equations 1 and 2 are easily solved for saturation vapor pressure over water or ice for a given saturation 

temperature. However, if vapor pressure is known and temperature is the unknown desired quantity, the solution 

immediately becomes complicated and must be solved by iteration. For ease of computation, the following inverse 

equation is provided. This equation is generally used to find the dew point or frost point temperature when the 

vapor pressure of a gas has been determined. When vapor pressure is known, use the water coefficients to obtain 

the dew point and use the ice coefficients to obtain the frost point. 

 

( )

( )ä

ä

=

==
3

0

3

0

ln

ln

i

i

i

i

i

i

ed

ec

T  (7) 

 

where T is the temperature in kelvin 

and e is the saturation vapor pressure in pascals 

with coefficients 

 for water: for ice: 

 c0 = 2.0798233·102  c0 = 2.1257969·102  

 c1 = ς2.0156028·101  c1 = ς1.0264612·101  

 c2 = 4.6778925·10ς1  c2 = 1.4354796·10ς1  

 c3 = ς9.2288067·10ς6  c3 = 0 

 d0 = 1 d0 = 1 

 d1 = ς1.3319669·10ς1 d1 = ς8.2871619·10ς2  

 d2 = 5.6577518·10ς3 d2 = 2.3540411·10ς3  

 d3 = ς7.5172865·10ς5  d3 = ς2.4363951·10ς5  
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2.4 HUMIDITY EQUATIONS 

The following equations are used in the CGS-240 to calculate various humidity parameters. These equations are 

not approximations, but rather account for the temperature differences between the saturator and chamber, and 

the non-ideal behavior of water vapor when admixed with air or other gases. 

2.4.1 RELATIVE HUMIDITY 

Percent relative humidity is the ratio of the amount of water vapor in a gas to the maximum amount possible at 

the same temperature and pressure. For two-pressure, two-temperature systems, it is defined by the equation  

 100Ö
¡

¡
Ö=

c

s

s

c

e

e

P

P
RH  (8) 

 

which then expands to 

 100ÖÖÖ=
c

s

c

s

s

c

e

e

f

f

P

P
RH  (9) 

where Pc is the absolute chamber pressure  

 Ps is the absolute saturation pressure 

 ắc is the enhancement factor at chamber temperature and pressure 

 ắs is the enhancement factor at saturator temperature and pressure 

 ec is the saturation vapor pressure at chamber temperature 

and es is the saturation vapor pressure at saturator temperature. 

 

2.4.2 DEW POINT TEMPERATURE 

Dew point temperature is the temperature to which a gas must be cooled to initiate condensing water vapor in the 

form of dew (note that dew point temperature can exist above or below 0°C). Dew point temperature is obtained 

with the following iterative steps.  

a. Make an educated guess at the dew or frost point enhancement factor ¥d. Setting ¥d  = 1 is a suitable first 

guess.  

b. Next, compute the dew or frost point vapor pressure of the gas with the formula  

 
s

c

d

s
sd

P

P
ee ÖÖ=
ä

ä  (10) 

c. Use the dew or frost point vapor pressure ed determined in the previous step, along with Equation 7 for 

water, to compute T. Call this value the dew point temperature Td.  



  Theory of operation 

CGS-240 Manual  9/8/2026  

Page 11 of 165 

d. Use the dew point temperature Td, chamber pressure Pc, and Equation 4 for water to compute the dew or 

frost point enhancement factor ¥d. 

e. Converge to the proper dew point temperature Td  by repeating steps b through d several times, as 

necessary. 

2.4.3 FROST POINT TEMPERATURE 

Frost point temperature is the temperature to which a gas must be cooled to begin condensing water vapor in the 

form of frost or ice. Frost point exists only at temperatures below freezing. Frost point is obtained with the 

following iterative steps. 

a. Make an educated guess at the dew or frost point enhancement factor ¥d. Setting ¥d = 1 is a suitable first 

guess.  

b. Next, compute the dew or frost point vapor pressure of the gas with the formula 

  
s

c

d

s
sd

P

P
ee ÖÖ=
ä

ä  (10) 

c. Use the dew or frost point vapor pressure ed determined in the previous step, along with Equation 7 for 

ice, to compute T. Call this value the frost point temperature Tf.  

d. Use the frost point temperature Tf , chamber pressure Pc, and Equation 4 for ice to compute the dew or 

frost point enhancement factor ¥d. 

e. Converge to the proper frost point temperature Tf   by repeating steps b through d several times, as 

necessary. 

2.4.4 VAPOR CONCENTRATION, PPMV 

Vapor-concentration, traditionally referred to as parts per million by volume (ppmv), is a ratio relating the number 

of moles of water vapor to the number of moles of the remaining constituents in the gas (the dry gas component). 

Once established by the following formula, the vapor concentration is insensitive to further changes in pressure or 

temperature, provided there is no subsequent condensation. 

  

vapor concentration  =
Ö

- Ö
Ö

f e

P f e

s s

s s s
10

6
  mmol/mol (11) 

2.4.5 HUMIDITY RATIO 

Humidity ratio w is defined as the mass of water vapor to the mass of the dry gas; it is computed with the formula 

 
( )sssg

ssw

ePM

eM
w

Ö-

ÖÖ
=

ä

ä
 g/g (12) 

where Mw is the molecular weight of water vapor, 18.02  

 Mg is the molecular weight of the carrier gas (28.9645 for air). 
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Humidity ratio may also be computed and expressed in grams per kilogram and micrograms per gram. When 

expressed in micrograms per gram, humidity ratio is traditionally referred to in parts per million by weight (ppmw). 

2.4.6 ABSOLUTE HUMIDITY 

Absolute humidity dv is defined as the mass of water vapor to the unit volume of humidified gas and is computed 

with the formula 

 

d
M

R T

f e P

P
v

w

c

s s c

s
=

Ö
Ö
Ö Ö

 g/m3 (13) 

where R is the molar gas constant 8.31472 

2.4.7 SPECIFIC HUMIDITY 

Specific humidity q is defined as the mass of the water vapor to the total mass of the gas mixture and is computed 

with the formula 

 

q
M f e

M P f e M f e

w s s

g s s s w s s
=

Ö Ö

- Ö + Ö Ö( )
g/g (14) 
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3 INSTALLATION 

 

3.1 FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 

3.1.1 POWER  

The generator requires 200-240 VAC, single phase, 20A, 50/60 Hz. The system is supplied with a custom Y-style 

power cord. One connector feeds the humidity generator via the upper cabinet receptacle; the other connector 

feeds the air compressor via the lower cabinet receptacle.  

The power cord is generally fitted with a NEMA 6-20 plug, however other plugs are available upon request. 
 

3.1.2 COMPRESSED GAS SUPPLY 

The system requires oil-free compressed air or nitrogen to operate and is supplied with an internal air compressor 

that resides in the lower cabinet. The pressurized air is connected through an air hose to the upper cabinet of the 

humidity generator.  

The system may operate from this supplied air source, or from a user supplied external pressurized gas source. The 

recommended pressure is approximately 90 psi but a supply pressure range from 60 psi to 120 psi is suitable. It 

should be capable of providing a flow rate of approximately 20 liters per minute more. When utilizing your own 

pressurized gas supply, it should meet the following minimum requirements: 

Clean A general purpose 10 micron in-line air filter is generally sufficient to limit particle size. 

Dry A pressure dew point of 20 °C or lower is recommended. Liquid water should not be present in the 

ŀƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƭƛƴŜ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƛǊ 

drier system. 

Oil-free Oil within the air supply stream is one of the most harmful contaminants to a humidity generator 

as it tends to coat the internal surfaces of the saturator, preventing it from producing the correct 

humidity. While there are coalescing filters (for liquid oil removal), and activated charcoal filters 

(for vaporous oil removal), these oil removal practices are not recommended as oil could still find 

its way through the filters and into the system. It is best to start with an oil-free compressor. An 

oil-free compressor eliminates the need for oil filtration / removal. 

 

3.1.3 DISTILLED WATER  

This system requires a source of distilled water for operation. The amount required depends on several factors, 

including the humidity being generated, the temperature of that generation and the flow rate. For initial 

operation, about 5 gallons of distilled water will be required. Additional distilled water will be required depending 

on usage which is based on generated humidity, temperature, and flow rate. Generating high temperature, high 

humidity, and high flow rate utilize the most water, while lower temperature, lower humidity, and lower flow rate 

utilize the least. Plan on typical usage of about 1 gallon (4 liters) of distilled water per week. 
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3.1.4 FLOOR SPACE 

The system dimensions are 52 inches wide, 30 inches deep, 54 ½ inches high (1.3 m x 0.76 m x 1.4 m). For service 

access and swing of the doors, the system should have 2 feet (0.6 m) of free space in the rear and on each side, 

and approximately 2 feet (0.6 m) of space in the front.  

The system is on casters and may be rolled into tight areas for use and rolled out for service.  To secure the system 

in place, the caster locks may be engaged, preventing the casters from rolling.   

 

3.2 UTILITY CONNECTIONS 

3.2.1 AC POWER CONNECTION 

The system connects to AC power via the supplied 200-240V AC 

Y-style power cable. Plug the two connectors into the system at 

the rear panel (one into the upper cabinet receptacle and one 

into the lower cabinet receptacle) then plug the other end into 

your 200-240VAC power source.  

Turning on the upper cabinet rear panel power switch applies 

power to the upper cabinet only which houses the humidity 

generator.  

The lower cabinet rear panel power switch applies power to the 

lower cabinet only which houses the air compressor system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.2 GAS SUPPLY CONNECTION WHEN UTILIZING SUPPLIED AIR COMPRESSOR 

The lower cabinet houses the supplied air compressor. As shipped, a pneumatic connection is already made 

between the lower and upper cabinets to supply the compressed air from the lower cabinet to the humidity 

generator housed in the upper cabinet. This connection is via the short blue tube located between the rear panel 

power switches. 

 

 

Figure 3.1 
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Enable the air compressor operation by turning on the lower cabinet rear 

power switch. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Open the lower front cabinet doors and ensure the red knob on the top of the 

compressor pressure switch is in the ON position. The air compressor should 

begin running and continue until its maximum (cut-out) pressure is achieved. 

The current tank pressure is indicated on the tank mounted mechanical 

pressure gauge. The air compressor will cycle between its lower (cut-in) and 

upper (cut-out) factory pressure settings. 

           

 

 

 

 

Ensure the orange pneumatic valve is also in the OPEN position, with its arrow 

in-line with the hose connections and pointing away from the air compressor.  

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

Adjust the pressure regulator at the back of the unit to approximately 50-55 psi, see section 7.1.5.3. 

Figure 3.2 

Figure 3.3C "OFF" Figure 3.3A Figure 3.3B "ON" 

Figure 3.4 

Figure 3.5 "OPEN" Figure 3.6 "CLOSED" 
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3.2.3 GAS SUPPLY CONNECTION WHEN UTILIZING AN EXTERNAL PRESSURIZED AIR SOURCE 

It is possible to operate the humidity generator from an external pressurized air source. Before connection, ensure 

the external pressurized air source is clean, dry, and oil-free as identified in section 3.1.2. A regulated pressure of 

approximately 60 to 120 psig is recommended. 

Prior to connection of an external pressurized air source, ensure the internal air 

compressor that was supplied with the system is turned off (Figure 3.4) and the 

pneumatic valve is closed (Figure 3.7). If not using the supplied air compressor, 

the lower rear panel power switch may also be turned off. 

Disconnect the short blue ѻέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ pneumatic connection tube from the 

upper cabinet fitting. Do so by pressing upward on the end of the fitting where 

the tube inserts, while simultaneously pulling downward on the tube to remove 

it. Connect your external gas supply to this upper cabinet push-to-connect 

fitting using ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ѻέ outer diameter flexible hose (such as PTFE, PFA, 

PUR). Press the tube fully into the fitting to lock it into place. 

 

Turn on your external air source and power up the CGS-240 on the 

front panel below the monitor (the back panel power switch of the 

upper cabinet must also be on). Press and hold the button on the 

side of the air dryer assembly (it is either blue or red/orange in 

color) to activate the air inlet solenoid (pictured below). Then 

adjust the internal pressure regulator to a value of at least 5 psi 

lower than the lowest pressure expected from your external 

pressurized source. This allows the internal pressure regulator to 

operate normally and ensure stable pressure to the system. After 

regulator adjustment, you can let go of the red or blue button. The 

pressure on the gauge will slowly drop to 0, which is normal.  

 

 

If the regulator was adjusted more than 20-30% of its previous 

pressure value, then it is recommended to adjust the air bleed to 

the fan motor housing, located on the back of the chamber.  

To adjust the air bleed to the fan motor housing refer to section 

7.1.5.3. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.7 Pressurized Air Connection 

Figure 3.9 Red Button on Air Dryer Solenoid 

Figure 3.8 Pressure Regulator 
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3.2.4 DISTILLED WATER CONNECTION 

The system automatically siphons distilled water from its Distilled Water Reservoir located in the lower cabinet. A 

мκуέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜ tube is pre-installed into the tank to siphon water from the tank bottom. It passes through 

ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǎŎǊŜǿΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ in the lower cabinet, connects through a fitting on the upper cabinet, 

connecting finally to the presaturator fill pump. As these tubes and connections are pre-installed at the factory, 

there are no other additional connections to make for distilled water.  

 

3.2.5 SYSTEM DISCHARGE CONNECTION 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ѹέ ǇƛǇŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƛǊΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǾŀǇƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ condensate 

removed via the air drier.  

If your pressurized air source is dry, and you generally operate the 

humidity generator at a temperature no warmer than 25 °C, you will 

likely never see any water coming from the discharge connection. 

However, if you utilize the internal air compressor, or operate the 

generator at chamber temperatures above 25 °C, condensation may 

occur at this discharge connection. The higher the chamber temperature 

and humidity, the more condensation will be present.  

¸ƻǳ ƳŀȅΣ ƛŦ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀ ѹέ bt¢ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳōŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

discharge away from the system to a small drip pan or a floor drain. A 

drip pan volume of 0.5 to 1 liter is generally sufficient. 

 

3.3 INITIAL PREPARATION 

3.3.1 COMPUTER CONNECTION 

The system is supplied with its own built-in computer and monitor on the right-side front panel door. Enable the 

computer, monitor, and internal control system by pressing the front panel power switch located below the 

monitor in the upper right cabinet panel. The switch should illuminate, the monitor should activate, and the 

operating system (Windows 10) should boot. Follow section 4.1 through 4.2.1 to launch the RHS Control program 

and connect to the CGS-240 Humidity Generator. 

Interaction with the system is via touch screen or physical mouse/keyboard. To utilize the physical 

mouse/keyboard, plug them into the USB connectors located at the upper right rear of the system.  

Additional connectors (HDMI and RS-232) are also available at the same location. The HDMI connector is for 

attachment of an additional external monitor if desired. The RS-232 connector allows connection of an external 

computer system if desired. An external computer system could be utilized to operate the generator in the event 

of needed firmware updates, secondary system monitoring, or alternate data collection. This connection may also 

be utilized for system operation in the event of internal computer system failure. There is no need to connect to 

the HDMI or RS-232 connectors for operation of the humidity generator. 

 

Figure 3.10 Discharge Connection 
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3.3.2 INITIAL FLUID FILL 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŘǊȅΦ tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 

cooling fluid (a mix of glycol and water used for temperature control of the system) and distilled water (used in the 

gas humidification process). Either ethylene glycol (EG) or propylene glycol (PG) is acceptable, however if running 

at colder temperatures ethylene glycol is preferred.  

CAUTION: The CGS-240 must be filled with cooling fluid before running. 

3.3.2.1 FLUID LOOP INITIAL FILLING PROCEDURE 

The system cooling/heating loop utilizes a fluid mixture of glycol and water with a final glycol concentration 

between 30% and 50%. The system will be supplied with 2 gallons of clear ethylene ƎƭȅŎƻƭΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ to supply 

approximately 2.5 gallons of distilled water to mix with it. Total cooling loop system capacity is approximately 4 

gallons (~16 liters).  For units with the -10° option, to run at -10°, a mix of ~50% glycol concentration is suggested.  

 

¶ Remove the top and rear panels to gain access to 

the fill bottle. Do so by pressing the two black 

panel clips and pulling the panel straight outward 

(or upward on the top panel).  
 

¶ Open the purge valve located at the top back 

center of the chamber. This valve helps to purge 

the system of trapped air while filling. The valve is 

open when the orange knob points upward, 

closed when the orange knob points to the side. 

(In the picture, the valve is closed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Remove the black cap from the ōƻǘǘƭŜΩǎ fill port 

located at the upper left rear corner. 
 

¶ Using the supplied funnel, slowly pour in 1 gallon 

of water (do not overflow the fill port). 

¶ Slowly add in 1.5 gallons of glycol (do not 

overflow the fill port).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.12 Fluid Fill Port 

Figure 3.11 Water bottle and Vent valve 
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¶ Have about 2 gallons of distilled water readily available, and then start the Chamber Pump and Saturator 

Pump. Continue to slowly add distilled water until the reservoir tank is full. To do this:  

o Click the Settings icon at the top of 

the screen 

 

 

o Using the newly displayed pull-down 

menu, select Measurements > 

Manual Controls.  

o Click the Chamber Pump and 

Saturator Pump buttons to turn them 

on. 

 
 

¶ Turning on the pumps causes the fluid to flow through the system. As the level in the fill port tank begins 

to drop, add water to maintain it within the ǘŀƴƪΩǎ labeled center marks.  

¶ Stop and Start the Chamber Pump and Saturator Pump a few times as necessary to clear the system of 

large, trapped air bubbles. The pumps take about a minute or so to ramp up to full speed each time they 

are restarted. Therefore, allow the pumps to run at least a minute between each Stop/Start sequence. 

¶ After pumping for a few minutes, and the large air bubbles are cleared, close the purge valve located at 

the top rear center of the chamber. 

¶ Ensure the tank level is between the labeled center marks by adding water or draining some fluid as 

necessary. 

¶ Stop the Chamber and Saturator Pumps. 

Figure 3.13 

Figure 3.14 
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¶ Replace the fill port cap. 

¶ After the first few hours of initial operation, check the fluid level again and adjust as needed to maintain it 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪΩǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƳŀǊƪǎΦ  

¶ The initial fill results in a glycol concentration between 30% and 50%. 

3.3.2.2 FILL THE DISTILLED WATER RESERVOIR 

Distilled water goes in the 5-gallon (~20 liter) plastic reservoir 

located in the lower cabinet. Using DISTILLED WATER ONLY, fill this 

reservoir to at least half full (approximately 2.5 gallons) or more. 

This distilled water reservoir is used in maintaining the pre-

saturator water level needed for the humidification process. 

 

Important: Use DISTILLED WATER ONLY. Do not use DEIONIZED water, as it can be 

chemically aggressive to stainless steel and other materials used within the system 

causing failure due to pitting, pinholes, and leaks. 

 

 

 

3.3.2.3 PRIME THE PRESAT FILL PUMP 

Prior to initial operation, or if the Distilled Water Reservoir tank  

becomes empty, the preset pump requires priming.  

¶ Ensure the Distilled Water Reservoir is at least half full. 

¶ Fill the supplied syringe by drawing distilled water into it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.135 Filling the Reservoir 

Figure 3.16 Presat Fill Pump Syringe 
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¶ With the tube pointing upward, squeeze the air from the tube 
and top of the syringe. ̧ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀt least 20 ml of water 
remaining to continue. 

¶ Reach the end of the suction tube by pulling it out from the 
bottle. 

¶ tǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǊƛƴƎŜΩǎ ƘƻǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘǳōŜ όŘƻƴΩǘ 
worry about the stainless-steel nut near the end of the suction 
tube; it acts only as a weight to keep the tube below the water 
level during operation). 

¶ Inject at least 20 ml of distilled water from the syringe through 
the suction tube. Water should reach the preset pump to wet 
and prime it. Any excess beyond the 20 ml minimum simply 
passes through the pump and ends up in the pre-saturator as 
expected. 

¶ If the water will not go through, press the Presat Fill Pump 
button. This activates the pump for 10 seconds. 

¶ Remove the syringe and allow the blue suction tube to 
drop to the bottom of the reservoir, below the water level. 
The end of the tube and the stainless-steel nut will rest on  
the bottom of the tank. 

¶ Reinstall the reservoir cap and place the bottle within the  
lower cabinet, being careful not to kink or restrict the 
tube. 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2.4 INITIAL PRE-SATURATOR FILL 

The presat fill pump will attempt to fill the presaturator automatically whenever the system is run (section 4.4.2). If 

the preset is dry, the initial presat fill operation may require up to 5 minutes of pumping time to reach the required 

level. The system may shut down during this initial filling operation with a presat filling error. This is normal and is 

intended as standard system protection. Simply run the generator again. It may take a few attempts to completely 

fill the pre-saturator the first time. Following this initial fill, the pre-saturator should automatically maintain its 

proper distilled water level, drawing from the reservoir as needed. 

Figure 3.17 Prime the Presat Fill Pump 

Figure 3.18 Presat Fill Pump 
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4 OPERATION 

RHS Control is a PC program (available on Windows and Linux) which allows the user to operate the humidity 

generator system. Operation may be manual, through direct entry of desired setpoints, or automatically, through a 

series of preprogrammed, user selectable setpoints and times.  

In addition to entering setpoints for control, the program offers visualization of resulting data in real-time both in 

numerical and graphical formats. It also allows for connection to other instruments such as those connected as 

¦ƴƛǘǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ¢ŜǎǘΣ ƻǊ ¦¦¢Ωǎ, provided they have a serial data port. For those instruments with a serial data port, a 

customized protocol description in the form of a .json file is used to make the data connection. These .json files are 

text files utilizing our RHS Descriptor Language to define the instrument protocol, commands, and data 

presentation method. These instrument specific files may be created and/or modified by end users, or they may be 

obtained from RH Systems for particular instruments. While these descriptor files are available for RH Systems 

brand products, they can also be created for a wide variety of instruments and are not limited by brand and model. 

The main requirement is that the instrument be connected via a serial interface that can respond to command 

requests in a consistent manner.  

 

 

 Figure 4.0 
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4.1 INTRODUCTION TO SOFTWARE 

To launch RHS Control, simply click its desktop icon.  

   

The main program loads and automatically presents the software splash screen followed by the Connection 

window. The splash screen indicates the software version number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection Window 

Select Units Open the  

Connection window 

Open the  

Profile window 
Start  

New Graph 

Expand Graphs to 

fill window 
Close RHS Control 

Log Interval 
Settings 

Figure 4.1 

Log On/Off Toggle 
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4.2 CONNECTION WINDOW 

All instrument connections are initiated via the Connection window. When the program is first launched, this 

window appears automatically. However, it may be opened for use at any time simply by pressing the Connection 

button on the main RHS Control screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2.1 CONNECT THE CGS-240 

When the Connection window opens, it initiates an automatic search for attached instruments.  

To connect: 

1. If the instrument you want to connect with is not listed, ensure it is plugged into a USB port 
(via a USB/232 converter as needed), then press the Search button. 

 

2. Click on any instrument(s) listed.  
The selected line(s) will highlight. 

 

3. Click the Connect button. If there are no further instruments listed, the window closes 
automatically. If other instruments are still listed, the window remains open. 

 

4. To close the window, press the Close button.  

 

 

 

Figure 4.2 
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4.3 ENTER SET POINT 

 
A unique window appears within the main screen for each connected instrument.  
The following window is typical of a CGS-240. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All fields within the Setpoint column that are white in color are user editable.  

Undock this 

window away from 

main screen 

Open Secondary data / 

coefficients menu 
Open  

Mini Terminal 

Chamber Light 
On/Off 

Chamber Fan 

On/Off 

Figure 4.3 
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The Setpoint Mode Selection is a drop-down menu that allows selection of the following control modes: 

- RH 
- Frost Point 
- Dew Point 
- Saturator Pressure 

 

The fields to the right of the Setpoint Mode Selection will change according to the control mode selected. 

 

4.4 SELECTING CONTROL MODE AND INITIATING GENERATE 

The CGS-240 can control in one of several different humidity control modes which automatically picks suitable 

parameters for saturation temperature and saturation pressure. As an alternative, it may also be operated by 

entering setpoints for saturation temperature and saturation pressure directly. 

4.4.1 HUMIDITY CONTROL MODE 

While in a valid humidity control mode (RH, FP, DP), the CGS-240 automatically determines suitable target values 

for saturation temperature and saturation pressure.  

 

1. Click the drop-down menu to reveal the various control 

mode options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Select one of the listed control modes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.5 

Figure 4.4 
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3. Click the value in the Setpoint field.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. The field border highlights red. Edit the value and press Enter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After pressing Enter, the highlight changes color to yellow to 

indicate the new setpoint is being sent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Once the setpoint is sent to the generator and accepted, the 

highlight disappears. A new value is then read from the CGS-240 

and will be displayed. Saturation Temperature and Saturation 

Pressure setpoints will be automatically recomputed if needed.  

Set point values are a limit by the system to prevent out of range 

entries. 

 

 
Figure 4.9 

Figure 4.8 

Figure 4.6 

Figure 4.7 
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The CGS-240 automatically determines a suitable saturation temperature setpoint when entering a new humidity 

setpoint. The saturation temperature it determines depends on the available system pressure. If the system is 

unable to reach the desired humidity setpoint using pressure alone, it will automatically adjust saturation 

temperature as needed to generate the desired humidity value. Once saturation temperature is determined and 

being controlled, the system continually adjusts saturation pressure to bring about the desired humidity output.  

Changing the humidity drop down menu does not change the humidity control mode, but altering the setpoint of 

the humidity line causes the control mode to switch to that selected control mode. 

4.4.2 RUN/STOP THE HUMIDITY GENERATION PROCESS 

 

Start the generator by pressing the Run button.  

 

 

 

It toggles to a Stop button which you may press to stop the generating process.  

 

 

4.4.3 CHAMBER FAN OPERATION 

The chamber fan turns on and off automatically with the Run/Stop button. When the system is 

run, the fan also runs. When the system is stopped, the fan also stops. The fan may be turned 

ON or OFF manually at any time by pressing the FAN button.  

 

 

The status will be indicated by a changed icon and a visually depressed look of the button. 

 

4.4.4 CHAMBER LIGHT 

The chamber light is normally off. Turn the chamber light on/off at any time by pressing the 

Light button. The status will be indicated by a changed icon and a visually depressed look of the 

button. The light is on an automatic timer and will remain on for only 30 seconds at a time.   
Figure 4.14 

Light Off 

Figure 4.15 

Light On 

Figure 4.13 

Fan On 

Figure 4.12 

Fan Off 

Figure 4.11  

Generating 

Figure 4.10 

Idle 
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1. To change the chamber light time out, click Manual 

controls from the drop-down menu.  

 

 

 

2. Insert the desired value in seconds where zero will 

disable the time out on the light. In order for this 

change to save through power cycles, you must click 

the Save Chamber Light button below.     

Figure 4.16 

Figure 4.17 
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Change  

Graph Color 

  

Enable/Disable 

current data plot 

Adds Data Plots to 

current graph 

Hide/Show 

Legend 

Lock X-Axis Lock Y-Axis Track 

Minimize 

Graph 

Close  

Graph 

X-Axis manual 

entry scale 

Start a new 

graph 

Click to Add Plot Note, 

then click within plot to 

insert note. 

4.5 VIEWING DATA NUMERICALLY AND GRAPHICALLY  

Data may be viewed numerically, or as a graph. You may show several graphs at one time, each with independent 

variables, axes, and timing. All graphs have the ability to show fixed data, or running strip-chart-style data where it 

is always up to date with current information. 

Graphs may show a combination of data from any connected instruments. Each parameter may be shown in a 

different color and may be quickly and easily shown or hidden during analysis. 

Graphs respond to normal pinch-and-zoom, multi-touch gestures of the touch screen. They also work with a 

mouse to move/zoom/scale as desired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.18 
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4.5.1 AUTO PROFILING 

In addition to direct, real-time, user setpoint input, an auto-profile can be prepared on screen giving the system a 

set of future, time-based, setpoint instructions. With auto-profiling, an entire series of setpoints with associated 

run times is pre-programmed on screen for subsequent execution of the sequence. Or it may be stored to disk for 

later retrieval and execution. Auto-profiling allows the system to run full sequences of humidity/temperature/flow 

points completely unattended, storing system and instrument data the entire time. In addition, if other 

instruments are also connected to RHS Control (such as RHS/MBW Chilled Mirror Hygrometers), they too may be 

sent commands as part of the auto-profile sequence. In this way, any available connected instrument may be 

included to accept commands from auto-profiling. 

 

Press the Auto Profile button at the bottom of the screen to open the Auto Profile window. 

 

 

The Auto Profile window appears.

 

  
From left to right: 

¶ Add set-point 

¶ Clear set-point 

¶ Open profile 

¶ Save profile 

¶ Start profile 

¶ Pause profile 

¶ Stop profile 

 
Connected instrument pull-down 
 

 
Control pull-down 

  
Profile Total Time 

 
Set point entry 

 
Move set-point up/down  

Timer and set-point controls for run time 

Figure 4.20 

Figure 4.19 

Figure 4.21 
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4.6 CHANGE UNITS 

Changing the units may be done at any time using the Units bar at the lower 

left corner of RHS Control. The units will change globally (numerically and 

graphically). This will affect the displayed units for each and every instrument 

connected to RHS Control. This does not affect the units logged during data 

collection. Data is always logged in units of pa, l/min, and degrees Celsius, 

regardless of the units being displayed. 

 

4.7 CONNECTION OF OTHER INSTRUMENTS  

A variety of other instrument may also be connected to RHS Control. If the instrument has a serial port, connected 

via one of the four serial ports (left on CGS-240) or via a USB/232 converter connected to one of the USB ports 

(right side of the CGS-240), and a properly written description file (.json file), the Connection window should be 

able to find and connect to it. The system is already supplied with several .json files for connection to most RHS 

brand instruments. The .json files may also be written to communicate with other brands of instruments. The .json 

files are stored in RHS Control\configs\ . Further information may be obtained by contacting RH Systems, LLC. 

Add instrument connections at any time using the Connect button. 

 

 

 

The Connection window appears and automatically searches for physically present instruments it finds that are not 

currently connected to RHS Control. (See section 4.2 Connection Window) 

Figure 4.22 

Figure 4.23 

Figure 4.24 
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Four Serial Port Panel CGS-240 (optional on CGS-240) 
 

These ports mimic the operation and pinout of standard PC serial ports and can independently operate at a variety 
of baud rates and communication protocols. 

Generally, instrument connections 

are made using an RS-232 Extension 

Cable with male connection on one 

end, female connection on the other 

end, and wired straight through 

(pins 1-1, 2-2, 3-оΣ Χ Σ ф-9.) Note that 

all RH Systems branded instruments 

connect directly using only a straight 

through extension cable. If manufacturing your own cables, generally 

only pins 2, 3, and 5 are required for connection to most instruments. 

If a Null-Modem adapter would normally be required for the 

instrument to communicate with a standard PC, a Null-Modem 

adapter (which crosses pins 2 and 3) will then also be required when 

connecting to these ports of the CGS-240.  

 

4.8 DATA LOGGING 

All instrument data is stored in log files. Logging is defaulted to ON upon startup of RHS Control. Each connected 

instrument has a separate log file with common time stamps for easy post-run analysis using Excel or other 

programs of your preference. Data files are stored in CSV (comma separated value) format for easy import. 

The data is logged at a time interval defined 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻƎ LƴǘŜǊǾŀƭΩ ǎǇƛƴōƻȄ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

lower left corner of RHS Control.  

Located to the immediate right of the Log Interval spinbox is the Log toggle switch. The Toggle switch will be blue 

in color when logging is enabled, and red in color when logging is disabled. Yellow color indicates that the size is 

approaching its maximum. The act of toggling this OFF will close the file and stop data collection for all 

instrumentation connected to RHS Control. Toggling it back to ON will start a new log file. 

Log files are stored in: RHS Control \ logs \  

 

Files names are identifiable by instrument name, serial number, and time stamp. 

The current log file size is indicated. If the file reaches the maximum size limit, the file closes and a new file is 

automatically started. 

Maximum log file size is user selectable by accessing the System Settings window. 
 

 

Figure 4.26 

Figure 4.25 
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4.9 SYSTEM SETTINGS 

The Settings button provides access to the Settings Window. 

 

 

System Info allows for selection/deselection of the on-

screen keyboard. It also allows for a light and dark mode 

theme (light mode is shown throughout this manual). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Log Configuration allows for changes to the log file data 

formatting options. It also allows setting the maximum log 

file size. Once the size is reached, the file will close and a 

new log file will automatically be generated.  

Figure 4.29 

Figure 4.28 

Figure 4.27 
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4.10 CHAMBER 

The chamber utilizes a robust design, with a cable management 

system for the chamber temperature probe, sample gas injection 

to center of chamber, local pressure measurement, an optional 

heat dispersion plate, and a shelving system. It is equipped with 

comprehensive heat insulation in all sides and doors of the test 

chamber and features sealed edges with a soft silicone profile seal 

for gas tightness.  

An integrated fan with control provides internal air circulation and 

ensures uniformity and stability throughout the chamber. The 

chamber design features a false wall for a fully air-jacketed 

approach. The air-jacket is encased within a fluid jacket to ensure 

unparalleled stability. The inside of the temperature chamber for 

demanding temperature simulations is constructed from stainless 

steel. 

 

 

Figure 4.30 

Figure 4.31 
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4.11 DOOR 

The liquid jacketed chamber door uses heavy duty hinges, a recessed latching mechanism, a built-in light, and 

built-in heaters for the door frame and window. The liquid jacketing of the door and window aid significantly in the 

chamber stabilization and temperature uniformity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.32 Figure 4.33 
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5 CALIBRATION 

To ensure the best possible accuracy of the generator it is critical to perform routine calibration on the 

temperature probes and the pressure transducers. 
 

Apparatus and equipment, including technical performance requirements. 

a. Pressure reference 

¶ Pressure controller and/or standard covering the following ranges:  

¶ Low range: Ambient to 25 psia, with ± 0.001 psia resolution or better, ± 0.005 psia accuracy or better. 

¶ High range: Ambient to 150 psia, with ± 0.01 psia resolution or better, ± 0.03 psia accuracy or better. 

¶ Note: There is no need to check or calibrate below ambient pressure.  
 

b. Temperature reference  

Readout with 0.01 °C or better resolution, temperature standard (SPRT 

recommended) ± 0.03 °C or better accuracy. A temperature calibration 

bath with liquid immersion usable range of -20°C to 72 °C. Use of a non-

conductive liquid such as 3M Flourinert FC-770 is highly recommended. 

Use of silicone oil is also suitable.   

NOTE: DO NOT USE WATER as this may cause an internal short within 

the probe if the probe is accidentally submerged below the interface 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎƘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀōƭŜΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мκпέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōŜ 

sheath unsubmerged to prevent liquid from contacting the interface. 
 

c. Environmental conditions: Generally, the required environmental 

temperature range during calibration is 23 ± 2 °C. The required 

environmental relative humidity range during calibration is 5 to 95 %, 

non-condensing. 

 

5.1 PRESSURE CALIBRATION  

Both transducers measure absolute pressure and must be calibrated in absolute pressure. Gauge mode 

calibration is not possible. 

NOTE: If sending the sensors to an independent calibration lab, rather than performing the in-System 

calibration, refer to Section 5.1.4 ς Alternative Pressure Calibration Procedure.  

Required Equipment 
 

¶ Pressure controller and/or standard, detailed in section 5. 

¶ фκмсέ ƻǇŜƴ ŜƴŘ ǿǊŜƴŎƘΦ 
 

Using the in-system calibration method, the transducers will be disconnected from the pneumatic system 

of the CGS-240 but will remain electrically connected. 
 

Max Immersion Depth 

Figure 5.1 
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Adjustment is performed by altering coefficients a0, a1, a2, and a3 of the 3rd order polynomial: 
 

Pactual  = a0 + a1 P̷sensor  + a2 (̷P sensor ) 2 + a3 (̷P sensor ) 3 

 
To alter that calibration using the CGS-240 in-system calibration method, the coefficients will be adjusted 
to bring the out-of-tolerance Psensor  readings to in-tolerance Pactual  readings. Expected coefficient 

ranges following in-system calibration adjustment are: 
 

Coefficient Default Acceptable Range Notes 

a0 0 -7000 < a0 < +7000 
This range allows just over ±1 psi of 
offset/bias. 

a1 1 0.9 < a1 < 1.1 This is a slope term and should remain near 1. 

a2 0 
Exponent of a2 coefficient 
should be no larger E-5. 

E-4, E-оΧ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ 

a3 0 
Exponent of a3 coefficient 
should be no larger than E-6. 

E-5, E-пΧ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ 

 
Values that exceed the above ranges indicate either a bad probe or faulty calibration data (such as from 
data entry errors). 

If the default above coefficients are used, then Pactual  = Psensor  and no in-system adjustment takes place. 

With these coefficients, it is assumed that the sensor itself is internally (independently) calibrated outside 
the system. See 5.1.4. alternate pressure cal procedure.  
 

5.1.1 REMOVAL OF PRESSURE TRANSDUCERS 

1) Power down the CGS-240: 

a. Press the front panel power button and wait for the unit to 
complete shutdown. 

b. Switch the main power Off at the back panel.  

 

2) Remove the back, right-side, and top panels to access 

the pressure transducers. Tools are not required for 

the removal of any access panels, as they are 

retained by a spring clip. A light pull is all that is 

necessary. 

NOTE: Because the pressure ranges for PL and PH  

are different, these pressure sensors must be  

calibrated separately from each other   

 

PH PL 

Figure 5.2 

Figure 5.3A 

Figure 5.4 

Figure 5.3B 
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3) Disconnect the pressure transducers electrically. Do so by unscrewing 

and removing the green circular connector.  

4) ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ фκмсέ ƻǇŜƴ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǿǊŜƴŎƘΣ remove the pressure transducer from 

the manifold. This leaves you with a 7/16-20 male straight thread 

connection.  

5) Optional for flare connectionΥ wŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ѻέ Male flare to 7/16-20 

straight thread fitting from the bottom of the pressure transducer. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ѻέ ŦƭŀǊŜ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƎŀǎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ  

5.1.2 CALIBRATION OF PRESSURE TRANSDUCERS  

Bring the CGS-240 to a pressure source with a pressure controller and/or standard, or the pressure controller 

and/or standard may be brought to the CGS-240 if a suitable pressure source is available at location. 

1) CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊκǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ όƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎύΣ 

connect the pressure standard to the pressure sensor. The transducer should be mounted 

vertically. 

NOTEΥ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŘǳŎŜǊ ǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ мκпέ !b ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ CGS-240 adapter fitting  

όмκпέ !b ƳŀƭŜΣ тκмс-20 straight thread), currently attached to the transducer, in order to use your 

own AN male adapter compatible with your pressure calibrator. 

2) Connect the pressure transducers electrically by reattaching the green circular connector. 

Figure 5.5 

Figure 5.6 

Figure 5.7 
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3) Power up the CGS-240: 

a. Switch the main power On. 

b. Press the front panel power button and wait for the unit to 
completely startup. 

 

4) Once the system fully boots up, launch RHS Control (if it did not 

auto-launch at power-up). 

 

5) Open Cal Mode by selecting Utilities from the 

drop-down menu.  

Figure 5.8A Figure 5.8B 

Figure 5.9 

Figure 5.10 
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6) Click the Calibration button. This opens the Cal 

mode window. 

 

 

 

By default, the Cal Mode window opens with 

the Temperature sensors (Ts and Tc) selected. 

Press the Temps button to access the drop 

down menu.  

 

7) Select the pressure sensor you want to 

calibrate, PL or PH.  

8) CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊκǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ όƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎύ, 

connect the PL or PH sensor to your pressure standard and control the following approximate 

pressures for a duration of at least 2 to 5 minutes per point: 

¶ For the [PL] Low Pressure Sensor, the Calibration range is ambient to 25 psia. Calibrate this 

sensor with approximate pressures of ambient, 17.5, 20.0, 22.5, and 25.0 psia.   

 

¶ For the [PH] High Pressure Sensor, the Calibration range is ambient to 150 psia. Calibrate this 

sensor with approximate pressures of ambient, 25, 50, 75, 100, 125, and 150 psia. 

9) Monitor the PL or PH sensor value by changing from Utilities to Measurements from the drop-

down menu.  

Figure 5.11 

Figure 5.13 

Figure 5.12 
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Measurement values for PL and PH will appear in the list in the chosen system units. You may also 

graph the PL and PH values. 

10) When data is stable and ready to take a 

measurement, type in the Reference value and 

click the Enter button.  

 

 

 

 

 

The current data point will be captured and a 

new empty row will appear for the next 

measurement.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.14A Figure 5.14B 

Figure 5.15 

Figure 5.16 
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11) When ready to take another measurement, 

type in the next Reference value and click 

Enter. Repeat this step for each Reference 

reading, until the desired number of values are 

recorded.  

 

 

 

 

The Calculate button remains disabled until the minimum number of values are entered. 

¶ 3rd order polynomial ς minimum of 5 points 

¶ 2nd order polynomial ς minimum of 4 points 

¶ Linear ς minimum of 3 points 

Figure 5.17 
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NOTE: You can remove a bad measurement (single value) by clicking the Remove button, or 

remove all recorded measurements by clicking the Clear All icon. 

 

Example: Click       to remove a single recorded measurement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Example:   Click    to remove all recorded measurements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: For pressure calibration, Cal Mode uses the 3rd order polynomial setting by default. You 
can select a different order if something other than 3rd order is appropriate. If you change 
calculation mode and have insufficient data points, the Calculate icon will be disabled. As shown 
in the example below, changing from the 2nd order to 3rd order polynomial will disable the 
Calculate icon if the minimum number of values have not yet been entered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.18A Figure 5.18B 

Figure 5.19A 

Figure 5.19B 

Figure 5.20A Figure 5.20B Figure 5.20C 
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12) When ready to perform the calculation, click the Calculate icon.   

The new coefficients will appear on the bottom portion of the window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: If your reference and PL Read, or PH Read, are within expected tolerance, proceed to Section 

5.1.3, Pressure Sensor Reinstallation. Otherwise, continue with Step 13 to save the new coefficients. 

13) When you are ready to save the new coefficients to the 

CGS-240, click the Save icon. A pop-up message confirms 

completion of the save.  

Figure 5.21A Figure 5.21B 

Figure 5.22 
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14) After saving, observe the corresponding 

coefficients window to verify the new 

coefficients were properly saved: 

Depending on which probe was calibrated, 

select either [Pl] Low Pressure Coefficients, or 

[Ph] High Pressure Coefficients, from the drop-

down menu. 

 

Ensure that the displayed coefficients reflect 

those saved in the previous step. 

 

 

 

 

 

Repeat steps 4 through 14 for the other pressure sensor. 

5.1.3 PRESSURE SENSOR REINSTALLATION 

1) Power down the CGS-240: 

a. Press the front panel power button and wait for the unit to 
complete shutdown. 

b. Switch the main power Off.  

 

If you removed the AN-7/16-20 adapter, use a new copper sealing gasket between the transducer 
and the AN side of the fitting.  Each sensor also has either an O-ring or a bonded washer to seal it 
at the manifold. 

If the O-ring or bonded washer are worn/damaged, replace them when reinstalling the transducer 
to the manifold. Note that PH is installed to the left, and PL is installed to the right. The green 
circular connectors are universal and are not associated to either sensor, so it does not matter 
which connector goes to which sensor. 

Note: Be cautious to properly line up the keyway when inserting the green circular connector 
Misalighment of the connector may permanently damage the sensor.  

Figure 5.23 

Figure 5.24 

Figure 5.25A Figure 5.25B 
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5.1.4 ALTERNATIVE PRESSURE CALIBRATION PROCEDURE: INDEPENDENT SENSOR CALIBRATION 

This procedure assumes the sensors are calibrated independently of the CGS-240 

Refer to section 5.1.1 for instructions on pressure sensor removal. 

1) Send the pressure sensors to a lab that has the capability to calibrate them 

independent of the CGS-240. 

a. The lab must be able to power them and communicate with them over RS-485. 

b. The lab must be able to perform absolute pressure calibration, read data via RS-485, 

compute calibration coefficients, and store these calibration coefficients in the 

ǘǊŀƴǎŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ per sensor manufactures requirements.  

Sensor Parameters: The sensors are Mensor CPT6020, with a required supply 

voltage of 12VDC, and communicating via RS-485 at 9600/8-N-1. Sensor PL is on 

Address 0, PH is on Address 1, and the units are in Pascal (Pa).  

IMPORTANT: If the lab changes any of the above parameters during calibration, the 

sensors should be returned to the above parameters by the calibration lab prior to 

return and subsequent re-installation. 

2) Upon return of the fully calibrated sensors, the CGS-240 must have 

Default Coefficients entered. The use of default coefficients ensures 

that the instrument will not perform any post-measurement 

corrections to the newly calibrate pressure sensor data. 

 

Coefficient Default 

a0 0 

a1 1 

a2 0 

a3 0 

3) Select the Settings icon, then select [Pl] Low 

Pressure Coefficients.  

 

Figure 5.27 

Figure 5.26 
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4) Enter the default coefficients a0, a1, a2 and a3 (as 

shown), then click the Save button.  

 

Repeat steps 3 and 4 for [PH] High Pressure Coefficient.  

Refer to Section 5.1.3 Pressure Sensor Reinstallation.  

 

5.2 TEMPERATURE CALIBRATION 

To maintain system accuracy, the following two temperature probes should be calibrated periodically.  

  

 

The temperature probe calibrations should be performed as a system. The probes will be removed from 

the insertion points of the CGS-240 but will remain connected to the electrical system. Both probes can be 

run simultaneously.   

 

Required Equipment 

 

¶ Temperature readout as detailed in Section 5.    

¶ Temperature standard (SPRT) as detailed in Section 5.  

¶ Temperature calibration bath, detailed in section 5. 

¶ тκмсέ ŘŜŜǇ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ¢-wrench (supplied with the system).  

[Ts] Saturator Temperature Probe [Tc] Chamber Temperature Probe 
Figure 5.29A 

Figure 5.28 

Figure 5.29B 
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Adjustment is performed by altering the coefficient values to the CVD equation:  

 

Ὑ Ὑ ρ ὃ ὸz ὄ ὸz ὅᶻὸ ρππzὸ  | for temperatures below 0 °C 

Ὑ Ὑ ρ ὃ ὸz ὄ ὸz  | for temperatures at and above 0 °C 

 

 

Default (uncalibrated) Temperature Coefficients and Expected Coefficient Ranges (post-adjustment): 

Coefficient Default Acceptable Range 

R0 100 99 < R0 < 101 

a 0.0039083 0.0037 < a < 0.0041 

b -5.775E-7 -4.0E-7 > b > -7.5E-7 

c -4.183E-12 
Exponent of coefficient c should be no larger than E-10. For 
example, coefficients of E-10, E-11, E-12 and so on, are 
acceptable, but E-9 would be outside of the acceptable range.  

  Figure 5.30 
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Vent 

Valve 

5.2.1 TEMPERATURE PROBE REMOVAL 

 

1) Power down the CGS-240: 

a. Press the front panel power button and wait for the unit to 

complete shutdown. 

b. Switch the main power Off.  

 

2) Remove the back, top, and right-side panels.  

 

Tools are not required for the removal of any access panels. As they are retained by spring clips, a 

light pull is all that is necessary. 

3) Before removing the temperature probes, drain one gallon of the 

glycol/water  mixture: 

a. Remove the white drain plugs and connect ѻέ ŘǊŀƛƴ tubing to 

the Chamber and Saturator Drain Ports. Insert the other end of 

tubing into a clean container (1 gal minimum). 

b. Open the Chamber and Saturator drain valves. 

Note: The bottom drain port is for the presaturator; this does 

not need to be drained. 

c. Open the Vent Valve. 

d. Collect one (1) gallon of the fluid into the clean container to 

retain for later use during reinstallation of the probes. 

e. Close the Chamber and Saturator drain valves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Open the chamber door to access the Chamber temperature probe 

[Tc]. 

5) Remove the probe and uncoil the cable, but leave it plugged into its 

electrical connector. 

 

 

Drain  

Ports 

Figure 5.31A Figure 5.31B 

Figure 5.32 

Figure 5.33 

Figure 5.34 
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6) Remove the cover and insulation to expose the Saturator 

temperature probe [Ts]. Loosen the nut about one (1) turn and 

remove the probe by pulling it straight out. The nut should remain 

in place. 

 

 

 

Note: Removal of the Saturator Temperature Probe requires the 

тκмсέ ŘŜŜǇ-access T-wrench that is supplied with the system (RHS 

Sat Temp Removal Tool, pictured to the right). 

 

Note: Some cooling fluid may leak when the Saturator 

Temperature Probe is removed. This is normal. Wipe up with a wet 

cloth.  

 

7) When removing the Saturator Temperature Probe, ensure that the 

Teflon locking piece does not fall off. This is an essential part of the 

probe.  

 

8) Uncoil the cable, but do not unplug it from the temperature 

measurement board. 

 

5.2.2 CALIBRATION OF TS AND TC PROBES 

 

1) Bring the CGS-240 to a location which has a suitable calibration bath 

and temperature standard, or the calibration bath and temperature 

standard may be brought to the CGS-240. 

 

Figure 5.37 

Figure 5.36 

Figure 5.35 
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2) Power up the CGS-240: 

a. Switch the main power On. 

b. Press the front panel power button and wait for the unit to 

completely startup.  

 

3) Once the system fully boots up, launch RHS Control (if it did not 

auto-launch at power-up). 

 

Caution: Do NOT click the generate button during calibration.  

 

4) CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ calibration bath (or 

internal procedures): 

a. Insert the temperature probes into the calibration bath. 

Caution: Do not submerge the probes to the point where the 

interface between cable and sheath goes below the liquid 

surface. Doing so could damage the probes. Keep the metal 

ǎƘŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ѻέ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳƛŘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  

b. Set the bath temperature to a setpoint below 0 °C (-20 °C is 

recommended). 

 

Figure 5.40 

Figure 5.39 

Figure 5.38A Figure 5.38B 
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5) Open Cal Mode by selecting Utilities from the drop-

down menu.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) Click the Calibration button. This opens the 

Cal Mode window.  

7) By default, the Cal Mode window opens with 

the Temperature sensors (TS and TC) selected. 

Ensure Temps is selected from the Cal Mode 

drop-down list. It is recommended that both 

temperature sensors be calibrated 

simultaneously.  

8) Monitor temperatures for stability by changing from Utilities to Temperatures and Resistances 

from the drop-down menu. You may also graph the Tc and Ts values.  

Figure 5.43 

Figure 5.42 

Figure 5.41 
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9) When the temperature probes and reference 

thermometer are stable at the desired 

calibration point within the bath, type in the 

reference value, taking note of the units.  

 

 

10) Repeat step 9 for remaining values at approximately -20, 0, 25, 50 and 75 °C. 

 

Note: These exact temperature values are not necessary. 

The calibration requires 4 to 5 distinct points over the probe range. 

A minimum of 5 reference values must be entered before the Calculate icon is enabled. 

Note: You can remove a bad measurement (single value) by clicking the Remove button, or 

remove all recorded measurements by click the clear all icon.  

11) If the Ts Read and Tc Read values compare with the reference temperature, within the expected 

tolerance, record your data manually and close the window, then proceed to Section 5.2.3, 

Temperature Probe Reinstallation. 

Otherwise, continue with steps 10 through 12 in order to calculate and save new coefficients. 

Figure 5.45 

Figure 5.44A Figure 5.44B 
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12) After entering the minimum required number of 

readings, or more, click the Calculate icon. The 

new coefficients will appear on the bottom 

portion of the window.  

 

 

 

 

13) After calculating temperature coefficients, select 

which sensor (or both) you would like to save, 

then click the Save icon. 

 

14) After saving, observe the corresponding coefficients windows to verify your coefficients were 

properly saved: 

a. Select [Ts] Sat Temperature Coefficients from the drop-down list and verify the new 

coefficients. 

b. Select [Tc] Chamber Temperature Coefficients from the drop-down list and verify the new 

coefficients. 

 

 

 

Figure 5.48 Figure 5.49 

Figure 5.47 

Figure 5.46 
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5.2.3 TEMPERATURE PROBE REINSTALLATION 

 

1) Clean any residue from the probes after removing them from the bath. 

2) Place the chamber temperature probe in the chamber, coiling it 

around the cable holder, as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Insert the Sat temperature probe into the cavity and through the 

Swagelok nut from which It had been previously removed. Insert 

ƛǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ мκуέ ǘƻ мκпέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōŜΩǎ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎƘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 

visible.  

 

 

 

 

4) Tighten the nut using the deep access T-wrench.  

The T-wrench prevents overtightening. 

Note: ¢ƘŜ {ǿŀƎŜƭƻƪ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǎŜǎ мκуέ ¢ŜŦƭƻƴ ŦŜǊǊǳƭŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

the nut. Overtightening may damage the ferrules, requiring 

replacement. 

 

5) Wrap the foam insulating plug over the cable and push into the cavity. 

6) Place the round plastic plug over the cable and insert it fully to cap the hole. 

7) Coil any excess cable and reattach at the clamp near the front of the saturator box,  

where it was previously removed. 

Figure 5.52 

Figure 5.51A Figure 5.51B 

Figure 5.50 
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8) Ensure the saturator and chamber drains are closed, remove the 

drain tubes, and ǊŜƛƴǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ мκпέ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǇƭǳƎǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

9) Pour the previously drained fluid back into the fluid tank (located 

behind the chamber).  

CAUTION: The CGS-240 must be filled with cooling fluid before 

running. 

10) After running the system for several minutes, be sure to close the 

vent valve located behind the chamber (top, center) near the 

tank. 

With the vent valve open, air can more easily escape from the 

system. However, an open vent valve causes the water tank to 

heat and cool with the chamber and saturator. The system 

operates more efficiently with a closed vent valve, which then 

provides some isolation of the tank from the chamber and 

saturator temperatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drain  

Ports 

Vent 

Valve 

Figure 5.54 

Figure 5.53 
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Figure 6.1 

6 SUBSYSTEMS  

This section provides details of the functional systems within the humidity generator. These subsystems include 

the Electrical System, Pneumatic System, Fluid System, Refrigeration System, and Heaters.  

 

6.1 ELECTRICAL SYSTEM  

The humidity generator requires 200-240 VAC, 50/60 Hz, single phase power. Configuration for the AC input can be 

either 

¶ LINE1, LINE2, GND (as is often the case for connection in the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Japan and Taiwan 
where LINE1 and LINE2 are of opposing phase while each is approximately 100-120 VAC with respect to 
GND), resulting in 200-240 VAC between Line 1 & Line 2; 

¶ LINE, NEUTRAL, GND (often for Europe and many countries of Asia when LINE is approximately 200-240 
VAC with respect to NEUTRAL, with NEUTRAL and GND at the same potential.) 

AC power enters the system via the power connector located at the back panel, transferring AC into the system via 

a 2 pole, 15 AMP circuit breaker switch. When this switch is turned on, AC power is also applied to the input of a 2-

pole mechanical circuit breaker inside the system behind the right door at the main control panel. This circuit 

breaker, CB8, ƛǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άaŀƛƴ tƻǿŜǊΦέ  

Traveling through the circuit breaker, power is then branched to several locations. AC power is applied to a 5V 

power supply. Line 1 and line 2 power are also applied to solid-state relays, one for each power phase. These two 

solid-state relays, SSR7 and SSR8, act as master control to enable or disable heating and refrigeration, compressor 

and fan, and all other AC activated components in the system. AC power is also applied to solid-state relay, SSR6, 

which controls a 24V DC power supply for powering the internal embedded computer, and a 12V DC power supply, 

which runs the user interface PC. 

6.1.1 DC POWER SUPPLIES 

There are 3 independent DC power supplies in the system, each operating various functions.  

 

6.1.1.1 5V DC POWER SUPPLY 

A small 5V DC power supply, PSU1, provides excitation power only to 

operate a few solid-state relays. The 5V DC power is applied through 

the main front panel power switch mounted below the computer 

monitor. When the power switch is pressed, this 5V DC applies an 

enable signal to the two master control solid-state relays, SSR7 and 

SSR8, mentioned in the previous section. These two solid-state relays 

apply power to the bank of AC Circuit breakers on the lower portion of 

the control panel.  

When the main power switch is on, the 5V DC is also supplied through 

a diode, D2, to the solid-state relay, SSR6, which energizes the 12V and 

24V power supplies. 
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6.1.1.2 12 VDC POWER SUPPLY 

The 12V DC power supply is used to provide DC power to the monitor on 

the front panel only.  

When the front panel switch is enabled, the 5V DC activates the solid-

state relay, SSR6, which activates the 12V DC power supply, PSU2, which 

turns on the front panel monitor.  

 

 

 

 

    

6.1.1.3 24 VDC POWER SUPPLY  

The 24V DC power supply, PSU3, provides power to nearly all functions of the main control system. It provides 

power to the PC, the main controller board, some heaters, motors, sensors, relays and solenoids. When the front 

panel power switch is enabled, 5V DC from PSU1 activates the solid-state relay, SSR6, which applies AC power to 

the 24V DC power supply. Which, in turn, activates the PC, the control computer, and remainder of the system. 

6.1.2 EMBEDED CONTROL BOARD 

The Embedded Control Board, ECB, 

operates the humidity generator by 

performing all functions required for 

system control and humidity generation. All 

temperature, pressure, flow, and liquid 

levels are continuously monitored and 

controlled by actuation of valves, relays, 

pumps, heaters, and other outputs. It 

communicates to the outside world (for 

instance, to the embedded PC) through one 

of three independent bidirectional RS-232 

serial communication ports. All data and 

control parameters are communicated via 

these serial ports. 

¢ƘŜ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ECB software 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ CƭŀǎƘ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ECB software consists of RHS custom 

developed code, coupled with a high-speed 

multi-tasking real-time operating system. 

Via this multi-tasking embedded software, 

the ECB orchestrates the second-to-second 

operation of the humidity generator based on command input from any of the RS-232 ports. Supervisory operation 

Figure 6.2 

Figure 6.3 
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such as set points (RH, dew point, flowrate, etc.) are transmitted to the controller board via the touch monitor and 

PC. The job of the ECB is to accept these set points, continuously measure the various analog and digital sensors, 

and control the various electro-mechanical actuators in order to bring about and maintain the desired set point 

conditions. 

Instrument specific configuration and calibration information, such as sensor coefficients, may also be written and 

read via any of the three RS-нон ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ 9ǊŀǎŀōƭŜ wŜŀŘ hƴƭȅ aŜƳƻǊȅ 

(EEPROM). All coefficients and other parameters are available via the touch monitor. 

Voltage regulators on the ECB take the 24VDC input power and generate local +12VDC, +5VDC, and +3.3VDC 

needed for various components on and off the board. DC power for sensors, relays, pumps, and others are 

supplied directly from the ECB. 

6.1.3 PRECISION TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENT BOARD, PT12 

A Precision Temperature Measurement Board containing a multi-channel, 24-bit, analog-to-digital converter 

measures all temperature sensors. Two of the channels are dedicated to system reference resistors. In addition to 

the reference resistors, the following temperature probes are measured: 

Tp Presaturator Temperature 

Ts Saturation Temperature 

Tc Chamber Temperature 

Tcl Chamber Fluid Temperature 

Tev Expansion Valve Temperature 

Tr Refrigeration Compressor Temperature 

Tpu Access Port Upper Temperature 

Tpc Access Port Center Temperature 

Tpl Access Port Lower Temperature 

 

 

All temperature sensors in the humidity generator are  

100ʍ tƭŀǘƛƴǳƳ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘŜǊƳƻƳŜǘŜǊǎ όtw¢ΩǎύΦ  

The board measures all thermometers using full current reversal DC pulse mode excitation. It ratio-metrically 

compares these raw probe measurements to measurements of the precision reference resistors to determine their 

precise resistance values.  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻōŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘǎΦ The 

results are provided to the ECB via an RS-232 connection on UART7. The Precision Resistance Measurement Board 

requires 12 VDC which is supplied from the AD3 port of the ECB. 

Figure 6.4 
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6.1.4 SOLID-STATE AC POWER RELAYS 

There are 5 solid-state relays labeled SSR1-SSR5 connected to the 

main controller board. The main controller board provides them 

with the 5V control signals. The AC sides of these solid-state relays 

are connected to the various components and provide AC power to 

those components when activated and when their associated circuit 

breakers are turned on.  

 

 

 

 

6.1.4.1 R134A COMPRESSOR POWER  

SSR1 is activated by output A0 of the ECB main controller board. When activated, AC power is applied from circuit 

breaker, CB2, through SSR1 to the refrigeration compressor.  

6.1.4.2 PRE-SATURATOR HEAT 

SSR2 is powered by output A1 of the ECB main controller board. When activated, SSR2 applies AC power through 

circuit breaker, CB3, to the pre-sat heater. The amount of heat applied is controlled by pulse with modulation of 

that output A1 on the main controller board.  

6.1.4.3 SATURATOR HEAT 

SSR3 is activated by output A2 of the ECB main controller board. When activated, AC power is applied through 

SSR3 and circuit breaker, CB4, to the Sat Heater. Control of heat is regulated by the pulse with output from main 

controller board output A2.  

6.1.4.4 CHAMBER HEAT 

SSR4 is activated by output A3 of the ECB main controller board. When activated, AC power is applied to the 

chamber heater through SSR4 and circuit breaker, CB5, to power the heater. Control of heater power is maintained 

by pulse width modulation of the main controller boards output A3. 

6.1.4.5 CHAMBER FAN 

Output A4 of the ECB main controller board activates SSR5. When activated, AC power is applied through SSR5 and 

circuit breaker, CB6, to the chamber fan activating the fan. The fan is generally on or off and is not speed 

controlled.  

Figure 6.5 (Actual relays may look different) 
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6.1.4.6 POWER SUPPLY UNIT RELAY 

Output A5 of the ECB Main Controller board activates SSR6. When activated, SSR6 applies AC power to the 12VDC 

power supply, PS2, and the 24VDC power supply, PS3. The 12VDC power supply powers the monitor and the 

24VDC power supply powers all other functions within the machine.  

6.1.4.7 MAIN POWER RELAYS 

The AC main power relays, SSR7 and SSR8, are used to apply power to the 

rest of the system. SSR8 is activated through 1 of 2 methods. Method 1: The 

5V power supply, PSU1, applies 5V power to activate the relays via the front 

panel power switch, just below the monitor. Method 2: If the computer is 

up and running, it also provides a 5V signal to keep the relays activated. 

SSR7 is activated from the main ECB when generating.  

SSR8 is initially turned on by the front panel power switch but is allowed to 

remain on by the computer. Now, if the front power panel switch is then 

turned off, SSR8 remains on because it is activated by the computer at that 

time. Once the computer shuts itself off, it removes the power from the SSR 

activation and SSR8 shuts off, removing AC power from the rest of the 

system. SSR7 will shut off when the system is not generating. When SSR7 

and SSR8 are off, the only portion of the system activated is just the 5V 

power supply. 

6.1.5 DC RELAYS 

There are two DC relays used for powering heaters within the system. These 

two heaters provide power to heat the outer windowpane when needed, 

and/or the window frame.  

6.1.5.1 DC RELAY 1, DCR1 

The DC relay 1, DCR1, is activated by the main controller boards A5 output. 

When activated, DCR1 applies 24V DC power to the window outer pane 

heater.  

6.1.5.2 DC RELAY 2, DCR2 

DCR2 is activated by the main controller board, A6 output. When activated, 

DCR2 provides 24V DC power to heat the window frame.  

 

 

6.1.6 CHAMBER LIGHT 

The chamber is illuminated by an LED strip mounted on the outside of the window. It is powered by 24VDC 

through ECB RLY 14. When the light is turned on, the ECB RLY 14 sources 24VDC to active the light. An LED at RLY 

14 also indicates the relay status. When the LED is on, the chamber light is on.  

Figure 6.7 

Figure 6.6 
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6.2 PNEUMATIC SYSTEM 

The pneumatic system is responsible for control of gas flow and pressures throughout the system. The pneumatic 

system consists of the following major components: air dryer/filter, pressure regulator, flow meter, air inlet valve, 

flow control valve, presaturator, saturator, expansion valve, and gas outlet. 

Pressurized air first passes through an integrated air dryer and filter assembly, and then feeds the pressure 

regulator where it is regulated to the desired value as set by the regulator knob. The pressure is indicated by the 

dial gauge and an over-pressure safety relief valve is also connected at this point. Upon leaving the pressure 

regulator, the gas flows to the flow meter.  

The flow meter measures both the flow rate and the regulated gas pressure. Gas flows through the flow meter to 

the air inlet solenoid, SOL 1. This solenoid is only open (energized) during system operation (while generating 

humidity). During times the system is idle, or the power is off, this solenoid remains closed, removing inlet 

pressure from the remaining portions of the system. 

During operation, when the Air Inlet Solenoid, SOL 1, is activated, gas travels to the flow control valve.  

The flow control valve, V1, is a specially designed stepper-motor-driven graduated-orifice plug valve, used for 

controlling flow rates as low as approximately 1 l/min to as high as 100 l/min (depending on system design).  To 

increase system flow rate, the stepper motor will rotate the plug to a position with larger orifice.  

To reduce the flow rate, the stepper motor will rotate the plug in the opposite direction to a position of smaller 

orifice.  Flow rate is therefore maintained by the rotational position of the plug. The position is controlled by the 

stepper motor, under control of the ECB, using feedback from the flowmeter. 

The gas then takes one of two paths through the presaturator system; it flows either through the presaturator (to 

humidify the air) or through a pre-saturator bypass (if pre-saturation is not needed at the current conditions). The 

desired gas path is established by momentary activation of latching solenoid SOL 3S to select the presaturator gas 

path, or latching solenoid SOL 3B to bypass the presaturator. After flowing through or bypassing the presaturator, 

gas then flows through the saturator (to precisely stabilize the air temperature and condense out any excess water 

vapor), and finally to the expansion valve, V2. Like the flow control valve, the expansion valve is also a specially 

designed stepper-motor-driven graduated-orifice plug valve.  

The expansion valve is used as a back-pressure regulator to control the pressure of the gas flowing through the 

saturator. Saturator pressure is controllable from near ambient to nearly as high as the regulated inlet pressure. 

Saturator pressure control is achieved and maintained, at a given flow rate, by the rotational position of the plug 

which is set by the stepper motor under control of the ECB using feedback from Saturator Pressure, Ps. Saturator 

pressure is determined by measuring the high range pressure sensor, PH (for sat pressure 25 psi and higher) or by 

low range pressure sensor PL (for Sat pressure below 25 psi).  

As the high-pressure gas from the saturator passes through the expansion valve, V2, it is expanded to a lower 

pressure, typically ambient pressure. After leaving the expansion valve, the gas passes through a heat exchanger to 

condition its temperature before being directed into the chamber. Gas may exhaust from the chamber through 

intentionally open ports, or via the dedicated exhaust port through the rear chamber wall. Gas exhausts to the 

room.  

A normally open solenoid valve, SOL 2, is used to depressurize the saturator during shutdown and whenever the 

humidity generator is powered off.  
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Chamber pressure, Pc, is measured by the Low Range Pressure Sensor, PL, when SOL 5 is active.  When the 

saturation pressure is below 25 psia, SOL 4 may activate, deactivating SOL 5, and allowing the saturation pressure, 

Ps, to be measured by the Low Range Pressure Sensor, PL. For saturation pressure higher than 25 psia, saturation 

pressure, Ps, is measured by the High Range Pressure Sensor, PH. 

6.2.1 FLOW METER, FL1 

The flow meter, FL1, measures the flow rate of the incoming gas stream at the inlet of the presaturator. It is 

powered from 24 VDC and is read via RS-232 communication. It is connected 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ ¦!w¢лΦ 12 VDC to the flowmeter is provided by UART0_+12 

and UART0_GND. Measurements from the flow meter are queried and received 

via RS-232. Queries go out from the ECB on UART0_Tx. Replies from the flow 

meter are received on UART0_Rx. Signal ground connection is at UART0_GND. 

Typical communication is at 9600 baud, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, no parity. The 

flowmeter is pneumatically connected just after the inlet pressure regulator. In 

addition to the flow measurement function, the flow meter also incorporates a 

pressure sensor used to measure the regulated gas pressure. This air-in pressure 

sensor is an integrated part of the flow meter and is read by the system along 

with the flow measurement.  

The pressure regulator is used to set the air-in pressure which is also indicated on 

the dial gauge (Figure. 6.8).  

6.2.2 AIR-INLET SOLENOID, SOL 1 

The Air-Inlet solenoid valve, SOL 1, allows airflow to the system. When the 

ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 8 sources 24 

VDC to activate the Air-In solenoid. An LED at RLY 8 also indicates the relay 

status. When the LED is on, the solenoid is activated, allowing gas flow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2.3 FLOW CONTROL VALVE, V1 

The flow control valve (V1), shown in Figure 6.10, is a stepper-motor-drive valve used for controlling flow rate 

through the system. The stepper motor is positioned by a stepper controller, SD1. The ECB communicates with the 

stepper controller via UART2 configured for 2-wire RS-245 communication. Commands are sent to and received 

from the stepper controller via UART2_ D+ and D-.  

Figure 6.8 

Figure 6.9 
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SD1 is configured for communication on address 0 at 9600 baud, 8 data bits, 1 

stop bit, no parity. SD1 is powered by 24VDC from UART2_ +24V and UART2_ 

GND. 

Based on positioning commands from the ECB, the stepper controller actuates 

the stepper motor. A single, optical limit switch, SW1, connects to the stepper 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΩǎ X3 digital ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ όƘƻƳŜύ 

position. 

 

 
 

 

6.2.4 PRESAT SELECT SOL 3S / PRESAT BYPASS, SOL 3B 

Gas leaving the flowmeter is directed toward the presaturator. 

When generating at low temperature and humidity conditions, 

it may be advantageous to bypass presaturation and inject the 

gas directly toward the saturator. A latching valve is driven by 

two solenoids (SOL 3S for presaturator selection and SOL 3B for 

presaturator bypass) that work together to create the 

select/bypass function. Momentarily energizing SOL 3S via a 

short pulse of 24 VDC from ECB RLY3 latches the valve to the 

presaturator gas path. Momentarily energizing SOL 3B via a 

short pulse of 24 VDC from ECB RLY4 latches the valve to the 

preset bypass gas path.  

As the latching valve is a pressure assisted valve (externally 

ǇƛƭƻǘŜŘ ǾŀƭǾŜύΣ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƛǊ ƛƴƭŜǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ 

6.2.5 EXPANSION VALVE, V2 

The expansion valve, V2, is a stepper-motor-drive valve used for 

controlling saturation pressure at any given flow rate through the 

system. The stepper motor is positioned by a stepper controller, SD2. 

The ECB communicates with the stepper controller via UART2 

configured for 2-wire RS-485 communication. Commands are sent to 

and received from the stepper controller via UART2_ D+ and D-. SD2 

is configured for communication on address 1 at 9600 baud, 8 data 

bits, 1 stop bit, no parity. SD2 is powered by 24VDC from UART2_ 

+24V and UART2_ GND. 

Based on positioning commands from the ECB, the stepper controller 

actuates the stepper motor. A single, optical limit switch, SW2, 

connects to the stepper controllerΩǎ X3 digital input and identifies 

the valves fully closed (home) position. 

Figure 6.10 

Figure 6.12 
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Latching 
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Figure 6.11 
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6.2.6 HIGH RANGE PRESSURE SENSOR, PH 

The high range pressure sensor, Ph, measures the saturation pressure continuously. It is powered from 12 VDC and 

is read via RS-485 communication on device address 01. It is 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ ¦!w¢мΦ 12 VDC to the pressure sensor 

is provided by UART1 12+ and UART1 GND. Measurements from the 

pressure sensor are queried and received via addressable RS-485, 2-

wire, half-duplex mode via the RS-485 connection between the ECB 

and pressure sensor on UART1 D+ and D-. Communication 

parameters are set at 9600 baud, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, no parity. 

Since UART1 is configured for RS-485 communication, it connects to 

both the saturation pressure sensor (using address 01) and the low 

range pressure sensor,  

PL (using address 0). 

6.2.7 LOW RANGE PRESSURE SENSOR, PL 

The low range pressure sensor, PL, is connected a selectable pressure 

manifold and typically measures the ambient chamber pressure. The 

pressure sensor is powered from 12 VDC and is read via RS-485 

communication on device address 0. It is connected directly to the 

9/.Ωǎ ¦!w¢мΦ 12 VDC to the pressure sensor is provided by UART1 

12+ and UART1 GND.  

 

Measurements from the pressure sensor are queried and received via addressable RS-485, 

2-wire, half-duplex mode. RS-485 connection between the ECB and pressure sensor on UART1 D+ and D-. 

Communication parameters are typically set at 9600 baud, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, no parity. Since UART1 is 

configured for RS-485 communication, it connects to both the saturation pressure sensor (using address 01) and 

the external pressure sensor (using address 0). 

 

To enhance accuracy of generated humidity, the low range 

pressure sensor is allowed to alternately measure chamber 

pressure and saturator pressure when saturator pressure is  

low (meaning relative humidity is high). When sat select 

solenoid, SOL 4, is activated via 24VDC from ECB RLY 9, the  

low range sensor connects pneumatically to the saturator to 

measure sat pressure. For measurement of chamber pressure, 

SOL 4 is deactivated and chamber select solenoid, SOL 5, is 

activated via 24VDC from ECB RLY 10. The low range sensor 

connects pneumatically to the chamber. SOL 4 and SOL 5 are  

never activated at the same time.  

When sat pressure is below 25 PSIA, SOL 4 and SOL 5 alternately switch ON/OFF to allow the low range pressure 

sensor to alternately measure saturator and chamber pressure. When sat pressure is higher than 25 psia, SOL 5 

activates to ensure the low range sensor measures only the chamber pressure during that time.  

 

Figure 6.13 
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Figure 6.14 

Figure 6.13 
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6.2.8 VENT VALVE, SOL 2 

The vent valve, SOL 2, is used to vent pressure from the saturator 

during shutdown and whenever the system is not generating 

humidity. It is configured as a normally-open valve, meaning that it 

vents whenever it is de-energized (whenever there is no power 

applied).  

When the humidity generator is generating humidity, SOL 2 is 

energized to allow the saturator to pressurize normally. When the 

ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 13 

sources 24 VDC to energize the vent solenoid causing it to stop 

venting. An LED on RLY 13 also indicates the relay status. When the 

LED is on, the solenoid coil is energized and the valve is not venting. 

Note that during normal operation of the humidity generator, the coil 

is energized and the valve will be hot to the touch. 

6.2.9 DRYER BLEED, SOL 10 

The air dryer operates by continuously bleeding a small flow of air 

past a water permeable membrane. The air dryer is equipped 

with a dryer bleed valve. When the system is running, the bleed 

valve energizes to activate the drying operation. While drying, a 

few liter/min of air bleeds from the dryer. When the system is 

shut down and dry air is no longer required, the valve deactivates, 

preventing air from bleeding unnecessarily. If no bleed valve is 

installed, the dryer bleeds continuously regardless of system run 

status or dry air demand.  

 

 

 

6.3 FLUID SYSTEM 

There are several separate and distinct fluid systems in the humidity generator. The saturator fluid circulation 

system, utilizing a 30-50% concentration of glycol in water, is used to control the temperature of the saturator. The 

fluid in this system, while thermally coupled to the saturator, never comes in direct contact with the gas stream.   

The chamber fluid circulation system, utilizing a 30-50% concentration of glycol in water, is used to control the 

temperature of the chamber and window. The saturator and chamber fluid circulation systems, while 

independently controlled, utilize a common fluid expansion tank and therefore share a common fluid source.  

A separate fluid system, utilizing distilled water only, is used to humidify the incoming gas, and is the main source 

ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ IǳƳƛŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

within the presaturator. This liquid level control system requires sufficient distilled water supply level be 

maintained by the operator. A distilled water reservoir tank is located within the lower cabinet.  

SOL 2 

Figure 6.15 

Figure 6.15B 
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6.3.1 DISTILLED WATER SUPPLY 

Distilled water is required and must be maintained at a sufficient level 

in the distilled water reservoir tank in the lower cabinet. This tank is 

connected via a suction tube to the presaturator via the preset fill 

pump.  

The operator is responsible for maintaining distilled water in this tank, 

filling it when required.  

While the initial fill of a new system may require up to 2 liters of 

distilled water to reach the desired presaturator water level needed, 

ongoing water usage by the system is rather low.  

The tank may be refilled (or topped-up) at any time, even while the 

system is running. The distilled water supply tank should always have a 

minimum level of at least a few inches (several centimeters) of water, 

keeping the suction tube inlet below the water level.  

It is the operators responsibility to ensure that there is sufficient water 

in this supply tank at all times. When full, there is sufficient water for at 

least 24 hours continued operation at the highest temp/humidity 

generator conditions.  

Use of deionized water is not recommended as it tends to be ionically 

aggressive to stainless steel and may cause pitting of the presaturator 

and saturator. Distilled water, even that which is purchased at local 

grocery or discount stores, is generally preferred over deionized water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.16 

Figure 6.17 

 LLP  
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6.3.2 PRESATURATOR LIQUID LEVEL SYSTEM 

The presaturator liquid level system maintains the 

water level within the presaturator. This is done 

automatically utilizing an electronic tube liquid 

presence sensor, a high-pressure pump, P2, and a 

liquid level sensor within the presaturator. When 

activated, the pump P2 pulls water from the distilled 

water supply, through a suction tube, past the tube 

liquid presence sensor and into the high-pressure 

pump P2. Water is pressurized through P2 and 

enters the presaturator. Since this high-pressure 

pump can fill the presaturator while the system is generating humidity, the system can operate for  

extended periods without the need to shut down. 

The water level of the presaturator is detected by the ECB with a conductivity measurement of the liquid level 

probe, LLP, which is connected to ANALOG LEVEL INPUTS - LVL 4. This circuit converts the conductivity analog 

signal to a digital signal level and routes it through jumper 4 to the digital LEVEL INPUTS ς LVL4 to be sensed by the 

ECB software. An LED at LEVEL INPUTS - LVL4 indicates a low water level  

when ON.  

This low presaturator water level is sensed by the ECB software which then activates the high-pressure pump, P2, 

by creating a 24 VDC square wave on DC CONTROL - RLY 4. The square wave sequentially activates/deactivates the 

solenoid of P2 causing it to pump water into the presaturator. When water is detected at the preset liquid level 

sensor, the LED turns off.  

Pumping is then halted by the software by deactivating the 

square wave at RLY 4. When not actively pumping, the output of 

RLY 4 ƛǎ ƻŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƳǇΩǎ ǎƻƭŜƴƻƛŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜ-energized 

state. 

The tube liquid presence sensor, LLT, looks for large air gaps 

within the suction tube. Air gaps in this suction tube give 

warning of low tank water, and if detected, the system will shut 

down with a corresponding error code.  

Inside the back panel (Figure 6.19) is a drain valve and port,  

labeled Presat Drain, and is used to manually drain water from  

the preset if desired.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.19 

Figure 6.18 
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6.3.3 SATURATOR FLUID CIRCULATION SYSTEM  

The Saturator Fluid Circulation System is a circulating mixture of 

glycol and water used to control the temperature of the saturator. 

Controlling the temperature of the fluid controls the temperature 

and stability of the saturator and the resulting generated humidity. 

The fluid circuit consists of several significant components, fluid 

pump, heater, refrigeration evaporator, saturator, and the fluid 

expansion tank (see Figure 6.22). 

Water circulated from the fluid pump, P3, exits the top of the 

pump, passes through the refrigeration evaporator, cooling as 

necessary. The fluid then passes through the saturator fluid heater, 

H2, and is heated as necessary. From there, it flows through the 

saturator and ultimately back to the inlet at the bottom of the 

pump. 

A small expansion tank is also connected to the bottom pump inlet 

allowing for temperature induced variation in the overall fluid 

volume.  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ нп ±5/ ƛǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 

DC CONTROL ς RLY 1 to the fluid pump P3. An LED at RLY 1 indicates 

when it is active and power is applied to the pump. Note that the 

fluid pump has built-in circuitry to protect against dry run 

conditions and may therefore take several seconds to power up to 

full speed when activated. 

Both the saturator fluid circulation system and chamber fluid circulation system share a common expansion tank. 

The tank is located at the upper left-hand corner of the system, behind the chamber.  

6.3.4 CHAMBER FLUID CIRCULATION SYSTEM 

The Chamber Fluid Circulation System is a 

circulating medium of glycol and water used to 

control the temperature of the saturator. 

Controlling the temperature of the fluid controls 

the temperature and stability of the chamber and 

the resulting generated humidity. The fluid circuit 

consists of several significant components, fluid 

pump, heater, refrigeration evaporator, saturator, 

and the fluid expansion tank (see Figure 6.22). 

Water circulated from the fluid pump, P4, exits the top of the pump, passes through a refrigeration evaporator, 

cooling as necessary. The fluid then passes through the chamber fluid heater, H3, and is heated as necessary. From 

there, it flows through the chamber jacket and the inner pane of the door window and ultimately back to the inlet 

at the bottom of the pump. 

Chamber 

Heater        

H3 

Saturator 

Heater        

H2 

Figure 6.20  

P3 P4 

Figure 6.21  
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A small expansion tank is also connected to the fluid loop allowing for 

temperature induced variation in the overall fluid volume.  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ нп ±5/ ƛǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ 

CONTROL ς RLY 2 to the fluid pump, P4. An LED at RLY 2 indicates when 

it is active and power is applied to the pump. Note that the fluid pump 

has built-in circuitry to protect against dry run conditions and may 

therefore take several seconds to power up to full speed when 

activated. 

Both the saturator fluid circulation system and chamber fluid circulation 

system share a common expansion tank. The tank is located at the 

upper left-hand corner of the system, behind the chamber. The 

expansion tank (coolant reservoir) contains a liquid level probe to verify 

the system has sufficient cooling fluid before operation.  

 

 

6.4 REFRIGERATION SYSTEM 

The refrigeration system is a hermetically sealed, closed-loop cooling 

system used to cool the circulation fluids of the saturator and chamber. 

The refrigeration system is charged with 35 ounces (1 Kg) of R134A 

refrigerant.  

Refrigerant is compressed into a heat-laden high-pressure gas by the 

R134A Compressor. The high-pressure hot gas is passed through the air-

cooled condenser. The refrigerant cools and condenses to a high-

pressure liquid as it passes through the condenser. The high-pressure 

liquid accumulates in the receiver. Liquid from the receiver passes 

through the filter/drier and the site glass. This high-pressure liquid is 

then metered into the evaporator via the Sat Cool solenoid and 

chamber cool solenoid, absorbing heat (cooling) as it expands to a low-pressure gas. The low pressure, heat-laden 

gas is then returned to the suction side of the R134A compressor where the process repeats itself. This refrigerant 

suction side pressure is measured by a pressure transducer, Prl. The refrigerant high side pressure is measured by 

a pressure transducer, Prh. 

The Sat Cool solenoid is controlled by the ECB using pulse width modulation based on the bath temperature. The 

Chamber Cool solenoid is controlled by the ECB using pulse width modulation based on chamber temperature.  

6.4.1 COMPRESSOR  

The R134A compressor is a hermetic refrigeration compressor, COMP1, which is capable of pulling to low 

pressures on the input side, and producing high pressures on the discharge side.   

During times of normal cooling demand, the compressor runs continuously. When there is no cooling demand for a 

period of time, such as when the system is being heating to a warmer temperature, the compressor is turned off 

completely until the system once again requires cooling control. 

Figure 6.22 

PRL 

Figure 6.23  
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The refrigeration compressor is activated by ECB A0, activating the solid-state relay, SSR1, which applies AC power 

to the compressor through circuit breaker, CB2. LEDs at ECB-A0 and SSR1 are lit when power is applied to the 

compressor. Even with the LEDs on, power may be removed from the compressor by turning off CB2.  

6.4.2 CONDENSER AND FAN 

The refrigeration condenser cools the high-pressure high temperature gas output from the refrigeration 

compressor, condensing it into a room temperature liquid. Heat from the condenser is exhausted into the room by 

the condenser fan. The fan runs continuously whenever power is applied to the system provided the R-134A fan 

CB1 is ON.  

6.4.3 SAT COOL SOLENOID, SOL 6 

The saturator temperature is maintained by heating or cooling the circulating 

fluid as needed. Cooling is accomplished by refrigerant injection through the 

sat cool solenoid valve, SSOL 6. This valve is actuated by a 24VDC pulse width 

modulated signal. When energized, the valve opens allowing refrigerant to be 

injected into the evaporator, causing it to cool the circulating fluid. The pulse 

width of the valve directly controls the amount of refrigerant injected, thereby 

affecting the temperature of the fluid. The valve is generally pulsed at a fixed 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ǇǳƭǎŜ ǿƛŘǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 

DC CONTROL ς RLY 5 sources 24 VDC to the sat cool solenoid, causing it to 

open and inject refrigerant into the evaporator. An LED at RLY 5 also indicates 

the relay status. When the LED is ON, the valve is energized. Saturator 

temperature is measure by temperature probe, Ts.  

6.4.4 CHAMBER COOL SOLENOID, SOL 7 

The chamber temperature is maintained by heating or cooling the circulating 

fluid as needed. Cooling is accomplished by refrigerant injection through the 

sat cool solenoid valve, SOL 7. This valve is actuated by a 24VDC pulse width 

modulated signal. When energized, the valve opens allowing refrigerant to be 

injected into the evaporator, causing it to cool the circulating fluid. The pulse width of the valve directly controls 

the amount of refrigerant injected, thereby affecting the temperature of the fluid. The valve is generally pulsed at 

a fixed interval witƘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ǇǳƭǎŜ ǿƛŘǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 6 

sources 24 VDC to the sat cool solenoid, causing it to open and inject refrigerant into the evaporator. An LED at RLY 

6 also indicates the relay status. When the LED is ON, the valve is energized. Chamber fluid temperature is 

measured by temperature probe, Tcl. Chamber temperature is measured by temperature probe, Tc.  

6.4.5 EVAPORATORS 

The refrigeration evaporators are brazed plate heat exchanger thermally coupling the sat and chamber fluids with 

the R134A refrigerant system. One side of each evaporator is connected to the refrigeration system, while the 

circulating fluid flows through the other side. As liquid refrigerant is injected into the evaporator, it expands into 

gas. This expansion causes cooling (by absorbing heat), which lowers the temperature of the circulating fluid 

flowing through the other side. 

Saturator fluid flows through one evaporator to cool the saturator. Chamber fluid flows through the other 

evaporator to cool the chamber.  

Figure 6.24  
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6.4.6 REFRIGERATION PRESSURE SENSORS, PRL & PRH 

The refrigeration low-side pressure sensor, PRL, measures the suction side 

pressure of the refrigeration compressor. Readings from this sensor are in 

gauge (relative) pressure. The sensor is powered from 12 VDC and has a 1-5 

VDC output. The sensor is connected to the ECB at A/D INPUTS ς AD1. Power 

for the sensor is applied from AD1 12V+ and AD1 Db5Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǘŀƎŜ 

output in the range of 1 to 5 VDC is connected to AD1 SIG. 

The refrigeration high-side pressure sensor, PRH, measures the discharge side 

pressure of the refrigeration compressor. Readings from this sensor are in 

gauge (relative) pressure. The sensor is powered from 12 VDC and has a 1-5 

VDC output. The sensor is connected to the ECB at A/D INPUTS ς AD0. Power 

foǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƻǊ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !5л мн±Ҍ ŀƴŘ !5л Db5Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǘŀƎŜ 

output in the range of 1 to 5 VDC is connected to AD0 SIG. 

 

 

6.4.7 EVAPORATOR BYPASS SOLENOID, SOL 8 

The evaporator bypass solenoid, SOL 8, is used to cool the compressor during 

times of high demand when cooling from high temperatures to low. It injects 

refrigerant directly into the compressor suction line to overcome the heat 

removed from the system in an attempt to keep the compressor cool. This valve is 

actuated by a 24VDC pulse width modulated signal. When energized, the valve 

opens allowing refrigerant to be injected directly into the suction line, cooling the 

compressor. The pulse width of the valve directly controls the amount of 

refrigerant injected, thereby affecting the temperature of the fluid. The valve is 

generally pulsed at a fixed interval with varying pulse width. When the system 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 7 sources 24 VDC to the sat cool 

solenoid, causing it to open and inject refrigerant. An LED at RLY 7 also indicates 

the relay status. When the LED is ON, the valve is energized. The refrigeration compressor  

temperature is measured by temperature probe, TR. 
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Figure 6.25  
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6.5 HEATERS 

The humidity generator requires several different heating zones to properly create and maintain humidity without 

fear of adverse condensation. Heating is required in the presaturator, circulating fluids, and expansion valve.  

6.5.1 PRESATURATOR HEATER, H1 

The presaturator warms the incoming gas to 

oversaturate it with water vapor. This is 

accomplished through heating of the presat water. 

A 1500-watt stainless steel insulated immersion 

heater provides this function. The presat water is 

warmed to and maintained at setpoint through 

pulse width modulation of the heater using 

feedback from the presat temperature sensor, Tp. 

²ƘŜƴ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !/ /hb¢wh[ ς 

A1 digital output activates solid state relay SSR3 

which completes the AC current path through 

circuit breaker CB3 to the presaturator heater. A1Ωǎ 

digital output is visually indicated with an adjacent LED.  

The heater ON status is also indicated with an LED on the solid-state relay SSR2. AC power to the heater is also 

protected by a thermal cutout switch, TH1, which removes AC power in the event of over temperature. The presat 

temperature is measured by temperature probe, TP.  

6.5.2 SATURATOR FLUID HEATER, H2 

The saturator temperature is maintained by heating or 

cooling the circulating fluid as needed. Heating is 

accomplished by activating a 500-watt stainless steel 

insulated immersion heater, H2, inserted in the 

circulating fluid. The circulating fluid temperature is 

warmed to and maintained at setpoint through pulse 

width modulation of the fluid heater using feedback from 

the saturator temperature sensor, TS. When heating is 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !/ /hb¢wh[ ς A2 digital output 

activates solid state relay SSR3 which completes the AC 

current path through circuit breaker, CB4, to the fluid 

heater.  

A2Ωǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ [95Φ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǘŜǊ hb ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ [95 ƻƴ 

the SSR3. AC power to the heater is also protected by a thermal cutout switch, TH2, which removes AC power in 

the event of over temperature.  
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6.5.3 CHAMBER FLUID HEATER, H3 

The chamber temperature is maintained by heating or 

cooling the circulating fluid as needed. Heating is 

accomplished by activating a 700-watt stainless steel 

insulated immersion heater, H4, inserted in the circulating 

fluid. The circulating fluid temperature is warmed to and 

maintained at setpoint through pulse width modulation of 

the fluid heater using feedback from the chamber fluid 

temperature sensor, TCL.  

²ƘŜƴ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !/ /hb¢wh[ ς A3 

digital output activates solid state relay SSR4 which 

completes the AC current path through circuit breaker, 

CB5, to the fluid heater.  

!оΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ by an adjacent LED.  

The heater ON status is also indicated with an LED on the SSR4.  

AC power to the heater is also protected by a thermal cutout switch, TH3, which removes AC power in the event of 

over temperature. Chamber fluid temperature influences chamber temperature. Chamber temperature is 

measured by temperature probe, Tc, mounted inside the chamber.   

 

6.5.4 EXPANSION VALVE HEATER, H4 

As the gas expands from a high pressure to a lower 

pressure, it cools. To offset this cooling effect, and also to 

prevent unwanted condensation in the expansion valve, V2, 

the valve is heated.  

Heater H4 is comprised of a small heater installed in the 

valve plug, and a custom heater foil adhered to the outside 

of the valve body. They are connected in parallel.  

Expansion valve heating is accomplished by activating the 

9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 12 to source 24 VDC to the heaters. 

RLY 12Ωǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ [95Φ When the LED is ON, the heaters are active.  

The expansion valve is heated and maintained at temperature through pulse width modulation of RLY 12 using 

feedback from the expansion valve temperature sensor, TEV. The valve is normally wrapped in a custom molded 

thermal insulator (not shown in Figure 6.32). 

 

 

TCL 

Figure 6.31  
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6.5.5 ACCESS PORT HEATERS 

The system has three access ports on the left side of the chamber. Figure 6.33 shows the three ports, as seen when 

the side panel is removed. 

To prevent condensation during high temp/high humidity 

generation, each port is equipped with independent 

temperature measurement and control. The ports are heated 

and maintained at desired temperature through pulse width 

modulation of their respective relays, using feedback from their 

associated temperature sensors. 

The upper access port temperature, TPU, is measured on 

temperature channel T10. A low-wattage heater, H7, is 

connected to RLY 16. Heating is accomplished by activating the 

9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 16 to source 24 VDC to the heaters. 

RLY 16Ωǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ [95Φ When 

the LED is ON, the heater is active.  

The center access port temperature, TPC, is measured on 

temperature channel T11, A low-wattage heater, H8, is 

connected to RLY 17. Heating is accomplished by activating the 

9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 17 to source 24 VDC to the heaters. 

w[¸ мтΩǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ by an adjacent LED. When 

the LED is ON, the heater is active. 

The lower access port temperature, TPL, is measured on 

temperature channel T12. A low-wattage heater, H9, is 

connected to RLY 18. Heating is accomplished by activating the 

9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ς RLY 19 to source 24 VDC to the heaters. 

w[¸ мфΩǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ [95Φ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [95 ƛǎ hbΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ 

 

Figure 6.33  
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6.6 CONNECTIONS TO THE ECB 

The Embedded Controller Board (ECB) has many different inputs and outputs used to operate the system. Grouped 

by functional type, the following tables in this chapter list the various inputs and outputs of the ECB and reference 

the specific sections of this manual where each input or output is discussed.  
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6.6.1 DC CONTROL  

¢ƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ 5/ /hb¢wh[ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όw[¸м ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ RLY18) powers valves, motors, heaters, fan, etc. These devices 

receive their 24 VDC power directly from the relay connector. These relay outputs power their connected devices 

directly, sourcing up to 2 amps each. The (+) pin of each relay connector is hard wired to 24 VDC. The (-) pin of 

each channel switches in ground via the relay. Each output channel has an adjacent LED. When an LED is on, it 

ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ό-) pin is pulled to ground, allowing current to flow through a connected device. 

 

 

Relay Description Reference  Relay Description Reference 

RLY 1 P1, Saturator Fluid 

Pump 

Section 6.3.3  RLY 2 P2, Chamber Fluid 

Pump 

Section 6.3.4 

RLY 3 SOL 9, Presat 

Select 

Section 6.2.4  RLY 4 SOL 3, Presat 

Bypass 

Section 6.2.4 

RLY 5 SOL 6, Saturator 

Cooling Solenoid 

Section 6.4.3  RLY 6 SOL 7, Chamber 

Cooling Solenoid 

Section 6.4.3  

RLY 7 SOL 8, Evaporator 

Bypass Solenoid 

Section 6.4.7  RLY 8 SOL 1, Air-In 

Solenoid 

Section 6.2.2 

RLY 9 SOL 4, PL Sat 

Select 

Section 6.2.6, 6.2.7  RLY 10 SOL 5, PL Chamber 

Select 

Section 6.2.6, 6.2.7 

RLY 11 P2, Presat Fill 

Pump 

Section 6.3.4   RLY 12 H4, Expansion 

Valve Heat 

Section 6.5.4 

RLY 13 SOL 2, Vent Valve Section 6.2.8  RLY 14 L1, Chamber Light Section 6.1.6 

RLY 15 SOL 10, Dryer 

Enable/Disable 

(Optional) 

  RLY 16 H7, Upper Access 

Port Heater 

Section 6.5.5 

RLY 17 H8, Middle Access 

Port Heater 

Section 6.5.5  RLY 18 H9, Lower Access 

Port Heater 

Section 6.5.5 
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6.6.2 AC CONTROL  

¢ƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !/ /hb¢wh[ section (A0-A7) are digital outputs at a 5-volt logic level. They are primarily used as the 

control signals for high power AC relays. LEDs adjacent to each output indicate the status. When an LED is on, it 

indicates the digital output ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ (-) pin is being pulled to a logic low. The (+) pin of each digital output is 

hard wired to +5 VDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.6.3 A/ D INPUTS 

¢ƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !κ5 Lbt¦¢{ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ό!5л-AD7) has an 8 channel, 14-bit, 5-volt analog to digital converter system. Each 

connector also has jumper selectable 5, 12, or 24 VDC power available to directly power the connected devices or 

sensors. 

Analog Input Description Reference 

AD0 PRH, Refrigeration High-side Pressure Sensor Section 6.4.6 

AD1 PRL, Refrigeration Low-side Pressure Sensor Section 6.4.6 

AD2 LLT, Tube Liquid Presence Section 6.3.3 

AD3 Temp Board power Section 6.1.3 

AD4-AD7 N/A 

 

 

 

Digital 

Output 

Description Reference 

A0 Comp 1, Compressor  Section 6.4.1 

A1 H1, Presat Heater Section 6.1.4.2 

A2 H2, Sat Heater Section 6.1.4.3 

A3 H3, Chamber Heater Section 6.1.4.4 

A4 FAN 2, Chamber Fan Section 6.5.2 

A5 H5, Window Pane Heater Section 6.1.5.1 

A6 H6, Window Frame Heater Section 6.1.5.2 

A7 SSR7, AC On Relay Section 6.1.4.7 
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6.6.4 LEVEL INPUTS 

¢ƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ [9±9[ Lbt¦¢{ ŀǊŜ р Ǿƻƭǘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ generator does not use these 

digital inputs directly. On the generator, an analog liquid level probe is used. For this configuration, the analog 

probe is connected to the ANALOG LEVEL INPUTS section of the ECB. The output from this analog section is a 

digital signal which is then tied to the digital LEVEL INPUTS section via a jumper. 

Digital Input Description Reference 

LVL3 Liquid level of the coolant reservoir Section 6.3.4 

LVL4 Presat level from ANALOG LEVEL INPUTS ς LVL 4 Section 6.3.2 

6.6.5 ANALOG LEVEL INPUTS  

¢ƘŜ 9/.Ωǎ !b![hD [9±9[ Lbt¦¢{ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǇǊƻōŜǎΦ ! ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ 

converts the analog signal to a digital output. A jumper associated with each channel then allows the digital output 

from an analog circuit to be fed into the associated digital LEVEL INPUTS channel. 

 

 

  

 

 

6.6.6 UARTS 

The ECB contains 8 fully independent Universal Asynchronous Receiver Transmitter (UART) serial ports which are 

configurable for either RS-232 or RS-485 communication. The following table lists the configuration and connected 

devices for each of these serial ports.   

Serial Port Connected devices Protocol Addr Reference 

UART0 Flowmeter & inlet pressure gauge RS-232, 9600, 8, 1, N A Section 6.2.1 

UART1 Prl, Pressure sensor 

Prh, Pressure sensor 

RS-485, 9600, 8, 1, N 

RS-485, 9600, 8, 1, N 

0 

1 

Section 6.2.6  

Section 6.2.6 

UART2 V1, Flow Control Valve 

V2, Expansion Valve 

RS-485, 9600, 8, 1, N 

RS-485, 9600, 8, 1, N 

0 

1 

Section 6.2.3 

Section 6.2.4 

UART3 N/A  -  

UART4 External RS-232  RS-232, 9600, 8, 1, N - Section 3.3.1 

UART5 Internal PC RS-232, 9600, 8, 1, N - Section 3.3.1 

UART6 N/A RS-232, 9600, 8, 1, N -  

UART7 Temperature Board RS-232, 9600, 8, 1, N - Section 6.1.3 

Analog Input Description Reference 

LVL 3 LLR, Coolant reservoir liquid level probe Section 6.3.4 

LVL 4 LLP, Presat level probe Section 6.3.2 

NOTE: The ECB component labels for the Analog and Digital Level Inputs are similarly labeled.  
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6.7 TEMPERATURE MEASUREMENTS 

The Precision Temperature Measurement board is a multi-channel, 24-bit, A/D converter system used to measure 

all temperatures in the humidity generator. It connects to the ECB using either of its RS-232 port. While two of the 

A/D converter channels are configured for reference resistor measurements, the remaining channels are 

configured for connection of 100ʍ platinum resistance thermometers (PRTs). The following table lists the probe 

channels and functions of the humidity generator. 

Channel Probe name Function Reference 

CH 1 Tp Presat Temp Section 6.5.1 

CH 2 Ts Sat Temp Section 6.4.3, 6.5.2 

CH 3 Tc Chamber Temp Section 6.4.4, 6.5.3 

CH 4 TCL Chamber Fluid Temp Section 6.4.4, 6.5.3 

CH 5 TEX Expansion Valve Temp Section 6.5.4  

CH 6 TR Refrigerant Low-side Temp Section 6.4.7 

CH 7-9 N/A N/A 

 

CH 10 TPU Upper Access Port Temp Section 6.5.5 

CH 11 TPC Center Access Port Temp Section 6.5.5 

CH 12 TPL Lower Access Port Temp Section 6.5.5 

CH 13 Rref1 Reference Resistor Section 6.7 

CH 14 Rref2 Optional Reference Section 6.7 

CH 15 Rref3 Reference Resistor Section 6.7 

CH 16 Rref4 Optional Reference Section 6.7 
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All probes are wired to the temperature board as 4-wire, 100ʍ PRTs. 

All probe connections are made via straight single row, 6-pin Molex 

plugs. The reference resistor pack houses two individual reference 

resistors (R60 and R140) and connects via a dual row header. The 

reference resistors are known stable resistances, whose values are 

programmed into the reference resistor pack. These resistors are 

measured and their known values are queried and used in 

determination of all PRT resistances. Since the reference resistor 

pack is constructed with memory chips, the temperature 

measurement board accepts any reference values mounted to any of 

channels 13-16. The system requires a minimum of 2 reference 

resistors but can utilize up to 4 references resistors if present. The 

Precision Resistance Measurement board communicates via RS-232 

to the ECB UART 7. 

 

 

7 TROUBLESHOOT/MAINTENANCE 

 

7.1 PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 

This section details the required preventative maintenance for the humidity generator. 

7.1.1 DAILY  

The humidity generator requires daily maintenance actions, which are listed in the following sections.  

7.1.1.1 MAINTAIN DISTILLED WATER LEVEL 

Check the distilled water level in the tank below the system. The tank is located in 

the lower cabinet. The tank can be filled at any time, during operation or otherwise. 

The tank level should be checked and filled daily.  

 

 

 

 

 

7.1.2 WEEKLY 

The humidity generator requires weekly maintenance actions, which are listed in the following sections.  

 

Figure 6.35 

Figure 7.1 
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7.1.2.1 TEST AIR COMPRESSOR AUTO-DRAIN 

The air compressor tank should be checked periodically for proper operation of the 

automatic drain valve. The air compressor tank is located below the system in the 

lower cabinet.  

¢ƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŘǊŀƛƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά¢Ŝǎǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜǎ ŀ ѹ 

second drain burst.   

Important: The air compressor power must be ON and pressure in the tank to 

perform the test.  

 

7.1.2.2 CHECK COOLING FLUID LEVEL 

This check should be performed when the system is at approximately room 

temperature (25±5 °C).  

This system requires an adequate level of cooling fluid in order to maintain the 

temperature of the saturator, the chamber, and the window. The cooling fluid level 

has an expansion bottle, located at the upper left rear corner of the system. Remove 

the top and rear panels to check the fluid level of the tank. The level should be 

between the minimum and maximum marks indicated on the tank.  

If it is low, add fluid (with a concentration of approximately 30-50% glycol in water) to 

the tank. If the level is above the maximum, drain out the excess amount to bring it within the minimum and 

maximum marks. (Refer to Figure 9.13 for location of the drain port.) 

 

7.1.3 MONTHLY 

The humidity generator requires monthly maintenance actions, which are listed in the sections below.  

7.1.3.1 CONDENSOR EXHAUST FAN 

The refrigeration system requires adequate air flow to work properly. The condenser and fan assembly can get 

clogged with dust and dirt. It should be cleaned with either compressed air or a vacuum cleaner. To perform 

cleaning, remove the upper rear panel and with either compressed air or a vacuum, clean the condenser grill and 

fan area to remove the debris.  

7.1.3.2 LOWER CABINET FAN 

The lower cabinet fan requires periodic cleaning to maintain performance. To clean the cabinet fan, remove the 

exterior vent cover then, using either compressed air or a vacuum, blow out any collected dust and debris. The 

vent cover should also be cleaned/washed prior to re-attachment. 

 

7.1.4 QUARTERLY 

The humidity generator requires quarterly maintenance actions, which are listed in the sections below.  

Figure 7.2 

Figure 7.3 
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7.1.4.1 AIR COMPRESSOR TEST 

As with all mechanical systems, the air compressor may wear out over time, limiting 

its performance. To test its operation, it is important to run it at a known flow rate 

and make sure it maintains its pressure requirement. To perform this test, set the 

generator for operation at 20 l/min and 25% RH at 25°C. Press the run button to 

ensure the generator is operating. Once the system is stabilized and it is flowing 

approximately 20 l/min, check the output of the PSI pressure indicator on the front 

panel, or the pressure gauge on the pressure regulator. It should be approximately 

50 - 60 psi.   

If it is not at least 50 psi, the air compressor may require service or replacement. 

 

7.1.4.2 PRESSURE TRANSDUCER ALIGNMENT CHECK 

The pressure transducer alignment test is to verify that the two pressure transducers have not drifted too far apart 

from each other. This test is only to be performed at approximately ambient atmospheric pressure. To perform the 

test, ensure the system is not generating, but is powered on. Looking at the front panel indications of low range 

pressure and high range pressure, compare the two readings. If they differ by more than 1 psi, the pressure 

transducer calibration should be performed. If they are within 1 psi, no further action is required, as the system 

will automatically correct for this.  

 

7.1.5 ANNUALLY 

The humidity generator requires annual maintenance actions, which are listed in the sections below.  

7.1.5.1 TEMPERATURE CALIBRATION  

Temperature calibration should be performed annually following the instructions in section 5.2 of this manual.  

7.1.5.2 PRESSURE CALIBRATION 

Pressure calibration should be performed annually following the instructions in section 5.1 of this manual.  

7.1.5.3 PRESSURE REGULATOR ADJUSTMENT/SERVICE 

Important: You must have a supply pressure in order to perform regulator 

adjustment.  

To gain access to the pressure regulator, remove the upper rear panel. The 

pressure regulator and its dial indicator are located behind the chamber.  

1) With your finger or a small screwdriver, press the button in όƛǘΩǎ ōƭǳŜΣ 

red, or orange in color) and rotate a quarter turn clockwise to lock it 

into position. That activates the air flow to the regulator.  

2) Turn the adjusting knob on the pressure regulator counterclockwise 

to lower the indicated pressure to 0. 

Figure 7.4 

Figure 7.5  
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3) Then tare the flow meter using the top right button on the flow meter 

front panel.  

4) While the pressure regulator knob is counterclockwise, if the threads 

appear dry apply a small amount of lubricating grease.   

5) Using the knob on the pressure regulator, now turn it clockwise until 

the regulator dial indicates approximately 50 - 55 psi if using the 

internal air supply or at least 5 psi below your incoming external air 

pressure. 

6) Adjust the Chamber Fan Box air-bleed to indicate 0.5 l/min (±0.1) on 

flowmeter display. Finger tighten the lock ring. 

7) Tare the flow meter again as done in step 3.  

8) Unlock the button όƛǘΩǎ ōƭǳŜΣ ǊŜŘΣ ƻǊ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƻǊύ by rotating a 

quarter turn counterclockwise. The indicated pressure on the 

regulator gauge will slowly drop towards 0, this is normal.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

7.1.5.4 PRESATURATOR TEMP PROBE & EXPANSION VALVE TEMP PROBE VERIFICATION  

Take the following steps to ensure that both the presaturator temp probe and the expansion valve temp probe are 

functioning within their normal limits. 

 

1) Run the unit at 70°C and 30% RH for 2-3 Hours 

1 

Change the Chamber Temp set point to 70° 

and press Enter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7.6 

Figure 7.7 

Figure 7.8 
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2 

Change the RH to a set point of 30% and press 

Enter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2)  Graph the Expansion Valve Temp Probe and Presaturator Temp Probe 

3 

Open the Graph and select the [Tev] Exp Valve 

Temperature, [Tev Set] Exp Valve Temp 

Setpoint, [Tp] Presat Temperature and [Tp 

Set] Presat Temp Setpoint on the same side of 

the graph.  

** Picture shows opposite side of graph just to 

identify and illustrate which values to select**  

 

 

 

 

4 

 After the CGS-240 has reached the Set Point 

listed in steps 1 & 2, after approximately 1-2 

hours, review the graph data. For [Tp] and [Tp 

Set] the acceptable variation tolerance is 

within 0.5°C. A quick look to the side of the 

graph will give you the values.  You can also 

long press and drag to select both lines in 

order to get the information bar on the top. 

Review the averages and subtract the actual     

[Tp] from the [Tp Set] to get the variation. 

If variance is greater than 0.5° please contact 

RH Systems via the Action Steps section below.  

 

 

Figure 7.9 

0.5° 

0.5° 

Figure 7.10 

Figure 7.11 
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5  

For [Tev] and [Tev Set] the acceptable 

variation tolerance is also within 0.5°.  Repeat 

same steps as above for acquiring the values 

and variation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the variance is greater than 0.5°, but less 

than 2°, the Iband setting needs review and 

possible adjustment. (If the variance is greater 

than 2°, the following step will probably NOT 

fix the variance, and you will need to contact 

RH Systems.) 

  

¶ Click on the mini terminal icon.   

¶ To get the current value, type 

tevpid.iband?  

¶ To change the value to 2 if it is at 1, 

type tevpid.iband=2 

¶ To change the value to 4 if it is at 2, 

type tevpid.iband=4 

¶ To save the new value, type 

tevpid.save=RHS 

Let the machine run for 30 minutes and review 

the values and variation. If the variance is still 

greater than 0.5°C, please contact RH Systems 

via the Action Steps section below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7.12 

Figure 7.13 

Figure 7.14 

0.5° 
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3) Action steps if needed: 

If the variance of the presaturator and set point is greater than 0.5°, please contact RH Systems for 

additional instructions. 

If the variance of the expansion valve temp probe (TEV)and set point is greater than 2° before 

adjusting the Iband and/or greater than 0.5° after adjusting the Iband, please contact RH Systems for 

additional instructions.  

RH Systems can be contacted via email at support@rhs.com or by phone at 480-926-1955. 

 

7.1.6 AS NEEEDED 

 

7.1.6.1 FLOW VALVE AND EXPANSION VALVE SERVICE 

The flow control valve and expansion valve require periodic inspection and maintenance to make sure it is working 

properly. The following instructions are for disassembly of these items.  

1. Remove the three (3) m3x40mm and three (3) m4 x10mm screws from the valve being disassembled.

   

Figure 7.15     Figure 7.16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:support@rhs.com
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(Not visible is the 4
th

 screw) 

2. Remove the valve from the Saturator box. Take note not to lose the wave spring around the Teflon seal 

(seen in figure 7.23). 

 

   

   Figure 7.17     Figure 7.18 

 

3. Remove retaining clip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
Figure 7.19 

 

 

4. Remove the four (4) m4x22mm screws from the motor mount. Also remove the m2x2.5mm screw and 

optical sensor from the motor mount. 

 

  

 

 

 

Figure 7.20 
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5. Carefully separate the valve body from the motor and valve plug assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Figure 7.21 

 

6. Once separated (as seen in Figure 7.8) inspect the O-rings for damage. Replace as necessary. The plug O-

rings are Viton -115. Grease lightly with a silicone-based O-ring lubricant. Tighten the set screws that 

secure the motor shaft to the plug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Figure 7.22 

 






















































































































































